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h)�WISH�0INOCCHIO�WAS�A�REAL�BOY�v

���������h"LUE�SKIDOOS��YOU�CAN�TOO�v�

������������������������h4RAMPS�LIKE�US���"ABY�WE�WERE�BORN�TO�RUN�v

h4HERE�S�ONLY�ONE�THING�LEFT�TO�DO�v

�����������������h,OOK��HE�TALKED�v

������������������������������h)T�S�SHOWTIME�v

0ROBABLY�EACH�OF�US�HAS�A�LIST�LIKE�THIS���A�LIST�OF�COLORFUL��BUT�PUZZLING��hGESTALTS�v�OR�
WHOLE�SENTENCES��REPEATED�VERBATIM�BY�THE�!3$�CHILDREN�IN�OUR�LIVES��7E�COMMONLY�
CALL�IT�hECHOLALIA�v�OR�hDELAYED�ECHOLALIA�v�MEANING�THAT�KIDS�hECHOv�IT��NOT�RIGHT�AFTER�
THEY�HEAR�IT��hIMMEDIATE�ECHOLALIAv	��BUT� LATER��OR�hDELAYED�v� �)T� IS� THE� LANGUAGE�OUR�
!3$�KIDS� REPEAT� VERBATIM� FROM�OTHER� SOURCES�� VERY� OFTEN�MOVIES��7E�OFTEN� CALL� IT�
hVIDEO�TALK�v�AND��EVEN�THOUGH�WE�VE�BEEN�TOLD�OTHERWISE��WE�SOMETIMES�THINK�OF�IT�
IS�MEANINGLESS��

5NTIL� TWENTY�YEARS�AGO��WE� THOUGHT�OF�hDELAYED�ECHOLALIAv�AS�DEVIANT��AND�WE� TRULY�
THOUGHT�THAT�WE�WERE�SUPPOSED�TO�hEXTINGUISHv�IT��"UT��DURING�THE�NEXT�DECADE��LAN
GUAGE�RESEARCHERS�FOUND�THAT�!3$�KIDS�USE�ECHOLALIA�COMMUNICATIVELY���TO�REQUEST��TO�
ASK�QUESTIONS��TO�ACHIEVE�ALL�THE�SAME�FUNCTIONS�OF�MORE�hTYPICALv�LANGUAGE��7E�THEN�
BEGAN�TO�TREAT�IT�MORE�RESPECTFULLY��

.OW��WE�RECOGNIZE�ECHOLALIA�AS�A�PART�OF�A�PICTURE�OF�!3$��AND�WE�TEND�TO�INCLUDE�
IT� IN�OUR�DESCRIPTIONS�OF�OUR�KIDS��5NFORTUNATELY��HOWEVER��WE�DON�T�REALLY�SEEM�TO�
KNOW�WHAT�TO�DO�WITH� IT�� �7E�ALL�BUT� IGNORE� IT�WHEN�WE�ARE�WITH�OUR�KIDS��SILENTLY�
HOPING� IT�WILL� JUST� STOP�� )N� THE�MEANTIME��WE�USUALLY� TRY�HARD� TO� REPLACE�OUR�KIDS��
LANGUAGE�hGESTALTSv�WITH�MORE�TYPICALSOUNDING�LANGUAGE��USING�PHRASES�THAT�SOUND�
MORE�hNORMAL�v�7ITH�VARIABLE�SUCCESS��WE�HAVE�TAUGHT�OUR�KIDS�VOCABULARY�WORDS�AND�
SCRIPTED�SENTENCES�THAT�THEY�CAN�ACCESS�ON�THEIR�OWN�n�SOMETIMES�ONLY�AFTER�YEARS�OF�
PROMPTING�AND�DRILLS�IN�GENERALIZATION�

)S�THAT�THE�BEST�WE�CAN�DO��!ND��IS�THIS�STRATEGY�CONSISTENT�WITH�THE�LANGUAGE�RESEARCH�
REFERRED�TO�ABOVE���

7E�RE�HERE�TO�TALK�ABOUT�ALL�THIS�n�AND�MORE�n�IN�THIS�NEW�COLUMN�ON�TOPICS�IN�COM
MUNICATION�COMPETENCE� THAT�AFFECT� INDIVIDUALS�ON� THE�AUTISM�SPECTRUM�� )N� THE�NEXT�

FEW�COLUMNS�YOU�LL�SEE�hGESTALT�LANGUAGE�DEVEL
OPMENTv�ON�THE�SPECTRUM�PRESENTED�IN�A�NEW�
LIGHT��9OU�WILL�SEE�IT�AS�A�NATURAL�PROCESS��BOTH�
ON� AND� OFF� THE� SPECTRUM	�� WITH� PREDICTABLE�
DEVELOPMENTAL�STAGES��9OU�WILL�SEE�THAT�AT�3TAGE�
��� MULTIWORD� LANGUAGE� hGESTALTSv� ARE� USED�
COMMUNICATIVELY���!T�3TAGE����THESE�GESTALTS�ARE�
BROKEN� DOWN�� OR� hMITIGATEDv� INTO� TWO� PARTS�
AND� RECOMBINED�WITH�OTHER� LANGUAGE� CHUNKS�
TO�PRODUCE�SEMIORIGINAL�UTTERANCES��!T�3TAGE�
���THESE�PHRASES�ARE�FURTHER�BROKEN�DOWN�INTO�
SINGLE�WORDS�AND�WORDPARTS��OR�hMORPHEMES�v�
AND�KIDS�BEGIN�TO�GENERATE�THEIR�OWN�ORIGINAL�
SENTENCES�� !T� 3TAGES� �� AND� HIGHER�� !3$� KIDS�
LOOK�VERY�MUCH�LIKE�hTYPICALv��OR�MORE�ACCU
RATELY��hANALYTICv	� LANGUAGE�PROCESSORS�AS�THEY�
START�TO�DEVELOP�MORE�GRAMMATICALLYCOMPLEX�
SENTENCES��

4HE�PROCESS�OUTLINED� IN� THE�PRECEDING�PARA
GRAPH�SUMMARIZES�THE�FINDINGS�OF�RESEARCHERS�
LIKE�"ARRY� 0RIZANT��!MY�7ETHERBY�� AND� OTH
ERS��AND�IS�THE�ONE�WE�HAVE�USED�IN�OUR�CLINIC�
FOR�THE�LAST�TEN�YEARS���4RANSLATING�THESE�STEPS�
INTO�ACTION��WE�IN�OUR�CLINIC�HAVE�SUCCESSFULLY�
HELPED� SCORES� OF� CHILDREN� ON� THE� SPECTRUM�
DEVELOP�LANGUAGE�NATURALLY���

7E�LL� HELP� YOU� LEARN�WHAT� TO� LISTEN� FOR�� AND�
HOW�TO�RESPOND�TO�WHAT�YOU�HEAR���4HEN��YOU��
TOO�� CAN� HELP� YOUR� CHILD� MOVE� THROUGH� THE�
PROCESS���NATURALLY����
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3EE�IF�THE�FOLLOWING�STORY�RINGS�SOME�BELLS��)F�SO��YOU�WILL�FIND�THAT�THE�REMAINDER�OF�
THIS�ARTICLE�WILL�USHER�IN�A�BRIGHT�NEW�FUTURE�FOR�YOUR�OWN�CHILD�S�NATURAL� LANGUAGE�
ACQUISITION��

7ILL�S�MOTHER� CALLED�ME� ABOUT� A� YEAR� AGO�� � 3HE� WAS� WONDERING� IF� SPEECH� AND�
LANGUAGE�THERAPY�MIGHT�BE�A�GOOD�IDEA�FOR�HER���YEAROLD�SON�WHO�USED�SOME�
FUNCTIONAL�� SCRIPTED� LANGUAGE�� WHICH� WAS� LIMITED� TO� WHAT� HE�D� BEEN� DIRECTLY�
TAUGHT��

h(E�CAN�REQUEST�THINGS�HE�WANTS��SAYING�@)�WANT�$UMBO���OR�@)�WANT�SKIING���(E�
CAN�ALSO�TAKE�A�SCRIPTED�TURN�LIKE��@)�LIKE�3T��,OUIS�#ARDINALS��$O�YOU�LIKE�3T��
,OUIS�#ARDINALS���7ILL�S�MOTHER��3ALLY��CONTINUED�THAT�SHE�WANTED�TO�SEE�IF�WE�
COULD�WORK�ON�7ILL�S�SENTENCE�STRUCTURE��TO�SEE�IF�HE�COULD�LEARN�TO�SAY�OTHER�
SENTENCES�WITHOUT�PROMPTING��(ER�!"!�THERAPISTS�HAD�DONE�ALL�THEY�COULD��
SHE�SAID��AND�TALKING�SEEMED�TO�BE�WHAT�7ILL�NEEDED�THE�MOST�HELP�WITH���

3OUND�FAMILIAR�SO�FAR���

!S�WE�TALKED�LONGER��3ALLY�ALSO�TOLD�ME�THAT�7ILL�USED�TO�hVERBALLY�STIMv�
REGULARLY��USING�LOTS�OF�RHYTHM�AND�INFLECTION���(E�USED�TO�hRECITEv�LINES�
FROM�HIS�FAVORITE�VIDEOS�� LIKE�-ARY�0OPPINS�AND�"ACK�TO�THE�&UTURE���
INCLUDING� SOME� SOUND� EFFECTS� LIKE� CARS� SCREECHING�� AND� AN� ELECTRIC�
GUITAR�HITTING�THE�HIGH�NOTES���(ER�!"!�THERAPISTS�HAD�TRIED�TO�IGNORE�
THIS�hMOVIE�TALK�v�AND�HAD�ENCOURAGED�7ILL�TO�TALK�IN�WAYS�PEOPLE�
UNDERSTOOD���/VER�TIME��HE�COULD��SOMEWHAT��BUT�HIS�COMMUNICA
TION�WAS�STILL�PRETTY�LIMITED��(IS�MOTHER�THOUGHT�THAT�HE�HAD�MORE�
POTENTIAL��SINCE�HE�SEEMED�SO�SMART�IN�OTHER�WAYS�

)�ASKED�ABOUT�SOME�OF�THE�THINGS�7ILL�USED�TO�RECITE��AND�IF�HE�SOME
TIMES�STILL�DID��OUTSIDE�OF�HIS�THERAPIES���3ALLY�THOUGHT�FOR�SEVERAL�SEC
ONDS��AND�SAID��h9ES�v��3HE�AND�HER�HUSBAND�EVEN�THOUGHT�THAT�SOME�
OF�THE�LINES�MADE�SENSE�IN�A�FUNNY�KIND�OF�WAY��AND�SHE�GAVE�ME�A�FEW�
EXAMPLES���/NCE�RECENTLY��7ILL�HAD�SAID�TO�HIS�FATHER��h3ENT�FROM�HEAVEN�
UP�ABOVE��HERE�S�A�BABY�FOR�YOU�TO�LOVE�v��3ALLY�EXPLAINED�THAT�THIS�WAS�A�
LINE�FROM�THE�MOVIE��$UMBO���3HE�CONTINUED�THAT�7ILL�S�FATHER�LAUGHED�
WHEN�HE�HEARD�THE�LINE��AND�THOUGHT�IT�WAS�CLEVER�OF�7ILL�TO�REMEMBER�
SUCH�A� LONG��COMPLICATED�SENTENCE��3ALLY�� TOO��WAS�PROUD�OF�HER�SON�FOR�
EXPRESSING�HIMSELF�IN�SUCH�A�POETIC��IF�UNCONVENTIONAL��WAY�

!FTER�THIS�PHONE�CALL��)�COULDN�T�WAIT�TO�MEET�7ILL��!ND�)�COULDN�T�WAIT�TO�
BEGIN�TO�LISTEN�TO�HIS�LANGUAGE�MORE�CLOSELY���)F�MY�EXPERIENCE�WITH�KIDS�ON�
THE�SPECTRUM�OVER�THE�LAST����YEARS�HAD�TAUGHT�ME�ANYTHING��IT�WAS�THAT�THIS�
GESTALT� LANGUAGE� WAS� PREVALENT� AMONG� CHILDREN� WITH�!3$� DIAGNOSES���AND�

WAS�PART�OF� THE�PREDICTABLE�PATTERN�OF�OUR�
KIDS�� LANGUAGE� DEVELOPMENT�� �3EE� 3IDEBAR��
4HE�3TAGES�OF�'ESTALT�,ANGUAGE�!CQUISITION	

7E�HAVE�COME�A�LONG�WAY�FROM�THE�DAYS�WHEN�
EARLY�!"!�RESEARCHERS�ADMONISHED�KIDS��h$ON�T�
ECHO�v�BEFORE� THE� FUNCTIONAL�VALUE�OF� LANGUAGE�
GESTALTS�WAS�UNDERSTOOD���4HE�EFFORTS�OF�NUMER
OUS�RESEARCHERS��INCLUDING�0RIZANT��7ETHERBY��AND�
OTHERS��ESTABLISHED�THE�FUNCTIONS�OF�ECHOED�UTTER
ANCES��ANALYZING�OVER�A�THOUSAND�OF�THEM�SPOKEN�
BY�CHILDREN�WITH�!3$�DIGNOSES��AND�REALIZING� THAT�
THEY� SERVE� ALL� THE� SAME� COMMUNICATIVE� FUNCTIONS�
OF�MORE�TYPICAL�LANGUAGE��0RIZANT��7ETHERBY��2YDELL��
AND�OTHERS�DETERMINED�THAT�hECHOINGv�IS�USED�BY�����
OF�!3$�KIDS��AND��IN�MANY�OF�THEM��IS�THE�FIRST�STEP�IN�
A� LANGUAGE� ACQUISITION� PROCESS� THAT� LEADS� TO� FLEXIBLE��
GENERATIVE�LANGUAGE�DEVELOPMENT��LIKE�hTYPICALLYDEVEL
OPINGv�CHILDREN�

4HESE�FINDINGS�WERE�REVEALING�AND�QUITE�SURPRISING�TO�AN�
AUTISM� COMMUNITY� THAT� HAD� THOUGHT� THAT� hECHOINGv� WAS�
A� NONMEANINGFUL� AND� EVEN� DISTURBING� CHARACTERISTIC� OF�
AUTISM��7HILE� HISTORICALLY�� LINGUISTICS� AND� LANGUAGE� DEVEL
OPMENT� LITERATURE� HAVE� CONTAINED� NUMEROUS� REFERENCES� TO�
GESTALT� LANGUAGE�PROCESSING��VARIOUSLY�REFERRED�TO�AS�hFORMU
LAICv��hINTONATIONALv��ETC�	�AS�A�PART�OF�NORMAL�LANGUAGE�ACQUISI
TION��ITS�EVERYDAY�APPLICATION�TO�KIDS�WITH�!3$�HAS�NOT�BEEN�
WIDESPREAD��

!NN�0ETERS��HALLMARK�BOOK��4HE�5NITS�OF�,ANGUAGE�!CQUISITION��
ORIGINALLY�PUBLISHED� IN�������WAS�MADE� AVAILABLE� AGAIN� IN�
�����ON�HER�WEBSITE���)T�WAS�WRITTEN�ABOUT�THE�GESTALT�PRO
CESSING�THAT� IS�PART�OF�ALL�CHILDREN�S� LANGUAGE�ACQUISITION��
AND� IT� IS� REFRESHING� READING� AT� A� TIME�WHEN�WE� SEEM� TO�
THINK�THAT�!3$�KIDS�ARE�SO�DIFFERENT�FROM�OTHERS�

,ET�S� TAKE� A� LOOK� AT�HOW� LANGUAGE�DEVELOPS� IN� ALL� KIDS��
0ETERS�WROTE�THAT�A�hUNIT�OF�LANGUAGEv�AT�THE�FIRST�STAGE�
OF� LANGUAGE� ACQUISITION� IS�WHATEVER� A� CHILD� IS� ABLE� TO�
EXTRACT�FROM�THE�CONTINUOUS�STREAM�OF�SOUND�SPOKEN�
BY�ADULTS���)T�MIGHT�BE�A�WORD��BUT�IT�IS�MORE�LIKELY�A�
STREAM�OF�SOUND�LONGER�THAN�A�WORD�� �)T�SEEMS�THAT�
IN� TYPICAL� LANGUAGE� DEVELOPMENT�� TWO� AVENUES� OF�

3TAGE����#OMMUNICATIVE�USE�
OF�LANGUAGE�GESTALTS�
�LEARNED�AND�SPOKEN�IN�THEIR�
ENTIRETY	

h,ET�S�GET�OUT�OF�HERE�v
h7ANT�SOME�MORE�v

3TAGE����-ITIGATION�INTO�
CHUNKS��A	�AND�
�RECOMBINING��B	

�A	h,ET�S�GET���OUT�OF�HERE�v
h7ANT���SOME�MORE�v
�B	h,ET�S�GET�SOME�MORE�v
h7ANT�OUT�OF�HERE�v

3TAGE����)SOLATION�OF�SINGLE�
WORDS�AND�MORPHEMES��
AND�BEGINNING�GENERATION�OF�
ORIGINAL�TWOWORD�PHRASES

h'ET���MORE�v
h7ANT���OUT�v

3TAGE����'ENERATION�OF�MORE�
COMPLEX�SENTENCES

h)�GOT�MORE�v
h)�WANNA�GO�OUT�v
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PROCESSING�ARE�SEEN�IN�KIDS��hGESTALTv�PROCESSING�AND�hANALYTICv�
PROCESSING��%ACH�SIMPLY�REFERS�TO�THE�SIZE�OF�THE�UNITS�KIDS�HAVE�
hEXTRACTEDv�FROM�RUNNING�SPEECH�AROUND�THEM���.EUROLOGICAL�
PROPENSITIES�MIGHT�PREDISPOSE�A�CHILD�TO�FAVOR�ONE�PROCESS�OVER�
THE�OTHER��BUT�ALL�CHILDREN�PICK�OUT�SOME�LONGER�GESTALTS�FROM�
THE�STREAM�OF�SOUND�THEY�HEAR�

$EPENDING� ON� THE� LANGUAGE� ENVIRONMENT�� 0ETERS� WROTE�� KIDS�
MIGHT�HEAR�ONEWORD�NAMING�BY�MOTHERS�WHO�PRESUME�WORDS�
TO�BE�THE�BUILDING�BLOCKS�OF�LANGUAGE�DEVELOPMENT��h$OG�v�h#AT�v�
h4ABLE�v�)F�THIS�LANGUAGE�ENVIRONMENT�MATCHES�AN�ANALYTIC�PRE
DISPOSITION�IN�THE�CHILD��LANGUAGE�IS�ACQUIRED�ACCORDINGLY��

!LTERNATIVELY�� IF� THE� SOUND� A� CHILD� CAN� EXTRACT� HAS� EXAGGER
ATED�INTONATIONAL�CONTOURS��PUNCTUATED�BY�EXCLAMATION�POINTS��
�ANIMATED��LIVELY�LANGUAGE	�THE�CHILD�S�PROPENSITY�FOR�LANGUAGE�
IS�PROBABLY�MORE�GESTALT���"ACK�IN�THE������S��WHEN�0ETERS�WROTE�
4HE�5NITS�OF�,ANGUAGE�!CQUISITION�� THE� LANGUAGE�ENVIRONMENT�
FOR�A�GESTALT�PROCESSOR�LACKED�THE�EASY�ACCESS�OUR�KIDS�HAVE�TO�
MOVIES���"UT�NOW��THE�ABILITY�TO�REWIND�VIDEOS�IS�MADE�TO�ORDER�
FOR�SUCH�KIDS��MANY�OF�WHOM��OUR�!3$�KIDS	�LACK�THE�NEURO
LOGICAL� MATURATION� AND� SENSORY� INTEGRATION� TO� EXPLORE� THEIR�
ENVIRONMENTS�EFFECTIVELY���4HEY�OFTEN�SPEND�CONSIDERABLE�TIME�
HEARING�LANGUAGE�GESTALTS�ON�THEIR�FAVORITE�VIDEOS��

'RANTED��ANALYTIC�LEARNERS�ARE�THOSE�WHO�SEEM�MORE�hNORMALv�TO�
US��4HEY�USE�THE�BASIC�CONSTITUENTS�OF�LANGUAGE��WORDS�AND�WORD�
PARTS	�TO�MOVE�THROUGH�THE�STAGES�OF�INCREASING�LINGUISTIC�COM
PLEXITY�� 4HESE� CHILDREN� ARE� EASIER� TO� UNDERSTAND�� TOO�� AS� SINGLE�
WORDS�ARE�INFINITELY�EASIER�FOR�LITTLE�KIDS�TO�SAY��AND�THEIR�MOTOR�
SKILL�GROWS�ALONG�WITH�THEIR�INCREASING�SENTENCE�LENGTH�

'ESTALT� LEARNERS�ARE�hNORMALv� TOO��BUT� THEIR� LANGUAGE�ACQUISI
TION�HAPPENS� IN� A� VERY�DIFFERENT�MANNER��"ECAUSE� THEY�BEGIN�
WITH�MULTIWORD� STRINGS� OF� WORDS�� ATTEMPTING� TO� SAY� THEM� AS�
hUNANALYZED�CHUNKS�v�THEIR�ARTICULATION�SKILLS�MAY�RENDER�THEIR�
ATTEMPTS�UNINTELLIGIBLE���/VER�TIME��AS�GESTALTS�ARE�MITIGATED��OR�
BROKEN�DOWN�INTO�THEIR�CONSTITUENT�PARTS��THEY�ARE�EASIER�TO�SAY��
AND��THUS�MORE�INTELLIGIBLE��AND�IDENTIFIABLE�� �"UT�BY�THE�TIME�
WE�RECOGNIZE�THAT�OUR�KIDS�ARE�TALKING��THEY�HAVE�USUALLY�BEEN�
TALKING�FOR�A�LONG�TIME��ALBEIT�UNINTELLIGIBLY��!ND��BECAUSE�THEIR�
PROCESS� TAKES� LONGER� THAN�ANALYTIC� LEARNERS�� CHILDREN�WHO�USE�
THIS�METHOD�APPEAR�hDELAYED�v

7E� CAN� FIND� CHILDREN� ALL� AROUND�US�WHO� ARE� GESTALT� LANGUAGE�
LEARNERS���-ANY�OF�THEM�ARE�LITTLE�BOYS�WHO�TELL�LONG��COMPLEX�
STORIES��MOSTLY�WITH�THEIR�HANDS�AND�ACTION�FIGURES��AND�WHOSE�
LENGTHY�hJARGONv�IS�COMPLETELY�UNINTELLIGIBLE��"Y�THE�TIME�THESE�
CHILDREN�ARE�FOUR�AND�FIVE�YEARS�OLD��THEY�HAVE�SUCCESSFULLY�ANA
LYZED�THEIR�LONG�STORY�CHUNKS��THEY�REALLY�WERE�WORD�STRINGS��NOT�
hJARGONv�AT�ALL��BUT�TOO�HARD�TO�PRONOUNCE�BY�YOUNG�TONGUES�	�
INTO�PHRASES�AND�SINGLE�WORDS��HAVE�LEARNED�TO�SAY�THESE�SHORTER�
SOUND� SEQUENCES� CORRECTLY�� AND� HAVE� BUILT� UP� A� SIZABLE� REP
ERTOIRE� OF� ORIGINAL�� GENERATIVE� SENTENCES�� � 4HEY� MAY� APPEAR�
hDELAYEDv�COMPARED�WITH�THEIR�MORE�ANALYTICAL��OFTEN�FEMALE	�
KINDERGARTEN�PEERS��BUT�THAT�IS�WHAT�WE�hEXPECTv�OF�BOYS�
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/+��SO�THIS�LANGUAGE�ACQUISITION�PROCESSING�OF�TYPICAL�KIDS�MAY�MAKE�SOME�SENSE��AS�
YOU�THINK�ABOUT�BOYS�YOU�HAVE�KNOWN��OR�BEEN�	���BUT��WHAT�ABOUT�OUR�KIDS���WHAT�
ABOUT�7ILL���WHAT�ABOUT�YOUR�OWN�CHILD�

/NE� REFERENCE� THAT�HELPS� BRIDGE�OUR�UNDERSTANDING� FROM�MORE� TYPICAL� KIDS� TO�
OUR�KIDS�IS�2IGHT"RAINED�#HILDREN�IN�A�,EFT"RAINED�7ORLD���2EADING�ABOUT�THE�
CHILDREN�hIN�BETWEENv�TYPICAL�AND�!3$�CAN�BE�BOTH�ILLUMINATING�AND�COMFORT
ING��7RITING�ABOUT�CHILDREN�WITH�!$$�LABELS��AUTHORS�&REED�AND�0ARSONS�NOTE��
h2IGHTBRAINED� PEOPLE� ARE� HOLISTIC�� WHOLETOPART� LEARNERS�� � 4HEY� PICK� UP�
SKILLS�MORE� EASILY� BY� HAVING� THEM� DEMONSTRATED� THAN� BY� HAVING� THE� STEPS�
EXPLAINED���)NSTEAD�OF�LEARNING�TO�RIDE�A�BIKE�THROUGH�TRIAL�AND�ERROR���THEY�LL�
STUDY� HOW� OTHERS� RIDE� A� BICYCLE�� THEN� JUMP� ON� AND� DO� IT�WHEN� THEY� FEEL�
CONFIDENT�THEY�RE�READY���4HEY�TEND�TO�BE�LATE�WALKERS�FOR�THIS�REASON���4HEY�
TEND�TO�MASTER�LARGER�CONCEPTS�FIRST��THEN�PREFER�TO�GO�BACK�AND�FILL�IN�THE�
INFORMATIONAL�GAPS���v

7E�IN�THE�AUTISM�COMMUNITY�ARE�USED�TO�THINKING�OF�AUTISM�AS�A�
CONTINUUM���BUT�WE�RE�NOT�SO�USED�TO�THINKING�OF�!3$�AS�PART�OF�
A� LARGER�CONTINUUM�THAT� ENCOMPASSES�ALL� LEARNERS��%DUCATORS� LIKE�
*EFFREY�&REED�VIEW�IT�THIS�WAY��HOWEVER��AND�CONSIDER�ALL�PEOPLE�ON�A�
SINGLE�CONTINUUM��WITH�THOSE�LABELED�hAUTISTICv�FAR�TO�THE�RIGHT�SIDE���
!S� HE� SAYS��h!UTISM� IS� FOUND� AT� THE� EXTREME� RIGHT� END�OF�MY� CON
TINUUM��IT�S�THE�MOST�PRONOUNCED�FORM�OF�HYPERSENSITIVITY�AND�RIGHT
BRAINEDNESS�v� )NDEED�� 4EMPLE� 'RANDIN�� IN� HER� ENDORSEMENT� OF� THE�
BOOK��WROTE��h4HIS�BOOK�COULD�HELP�A�LOT�OF�CREATIVE�THINKERS���MAKE�IT�
THROUGH�AN�EDUCATIONAL�SYSTEM�THAT�IS�RUN�BY�LINEAR�THINKERS�v��7HILE�
&REED�DOES�NOT�INCLUDE�!SPERGERS�LEARNERS�ON�HIS�CONTINUUM��WE�MIGHT�
EXTRAPOLATE��!S�CHILDREN��THEY�MEET�LANGUAGE�MILESTONES�AT�THE�EXPECTED�
TIME�� BUT� THEIR� LANGUAGE� COMPLEXITY� OUTSTRIPS� ITS� SOCIAL� APPLICATION���
!LTHOUGH�&REED�INCLUDES�WHAT�HE�CALLS�hWORD�SALADv�ON�THE�EXTREME�LEFT�
END�OF�HIS�CONTINUUM��RUNON�VERBAGE�THAT�EXTREMELY�LEFTBRAINED�PEOPLE�
ARE�CAPABLE�OF	��THOSE�OF�US�IN�THE�AUTISM�COMMUNITY�MIGHT�CONSIDER�THAT�
!SPERGERS�MIGHT�ALSO�RESIDE�ON�THE�LEFT�SIDE�OF�&REED�S�CONTINUUM�LINE�	

��

7E�WILL�RETURN�TO�7ILL�S�STORY�� )�PROMISE�YOU�� �"UT�BEFORE�WE�DO�� LET�S�CON
TINUE�TO�CONSTRUCT�THE�CONCEPTUAL�BRIDGE�FROM�TYPICAL�KIDS�TO�!$$�KIDS��AND�
NEXT�� TO� THOSE�!3$�CHILDREN�WHO�ARE�YOUNGER�AND�SOLIDLY�WITHIN� THE�PRIME�
LANGUAGE�LEARNING�YEARS���THOSE�WHO�ARE������YEARS�OLD��4HEIR�STORY�WILL�HELP�
US�BETTER�UNDERSTAND�OLDER�KIDS��LIKE�7ILL��WHOSE�LANGUAGE�APPEARS�MORE�RIGID�
AND�INTRACTABLE���

(OW�DOES�THE�LANGUAGE�ACQUISITION�OF�OUR�YOUNGER�!3$�KIDS�COMPARE�WITH�THAT�OF�
OTHER�RIGHTBRAINED�KIDS�WHO�ARE�GESTALT�PROCESSORS��AND�WHOSE�LANGUAGE�APPEARS�
SIMPLY�hDELAYED�v

&OR�STARTERS��OUR�KIDS��EXCLUDING�THOSE�WITH�!SPERGERS��OF�COURSE	�RARELY�hGETv�LANGUAGE�
WITHOUT�A�STRUGGLE��&OR�MOST�EXTREMELY�RIGHTBRAINED�CHILDREN��THOSE�WITH�!3$�DIAG

NOSES��THE�TENDENCY�TO�RELY�ON�STRENGTHS�AND�
AVOID� RELATIVE� CHALLENGES�� UNDERMINES� THE�
UNAIDED� PROGRESSION� OF� THE� NATURAL� GESTALT�
LANGUAGE�ACQUISITION�PROCESS�

)N�OUR�CLINIC��WE�HAVE�FOUND�THAT�INTERVENTION�
THAT� ACKNOWLEDGES� THIS� NATURALLYOCCURRING�
PROGRESSION�MAKES�ALL�THE�DIFFERENCE�FOR�CHILDREN�
WHO�CANNOT�GET�THERE�ON�THEIR�OWN���%ARLY�INTER
ESTS�PROVIDE�THE�STARTING�PLACE��AND�PARENTS�ARE�THE�
BEST�DETECTIVES���%VEN�BEFORE�A�CHILD�IS�OLD�ENOUGH�
TO� BE� ABLE� TO� SAY� ANYTHING�� PARENTS� CAN� BEGIN� TO�
AMASS�LISTS�OF�THE�CHILD�S�FASCINATIONS��FAVORITES��AND�
JOYS�� �"OOKS�� SONGS�� AND�MOVIES� ARE� THE�MOST� COM
MON�INPUTTING�MODALITIES� IN� THESE�EARLY�YEARS��WHEN�

CHILDREN�S�MOTOR�SKILLS�ARE�LIMITED�TO�SITTING�AND�LETTING�IMAGES�
GO�BY�THEIR�NOTYETDEVELOPED�FOCAL�VISUAL�SYSTEMS�

4HE� SECOND� AREA� TO� LOOK� AT� EARLY� ON� IS� EVIDENCE� OF� GESTALT�
THINKING�� � 4HAT� FIRST� EVIDENCE� WILL� RARELY� BE� WITH� LANGUAGE��
SINCE�SPEECH�NEEDS�TO�BE�FAIRLY�SOPHISTICATED�BEFORE�CHILDREN�
CAN�SAY�THE�LONG�STRINGS�OF�SOUNDS�THEY�HAVE�IN�THEIR�HEADS��
%VIDENCE� MAY� COME� WITH� SOME� MOTOR� ACCOMPLISHMENT��
SOME� PLAY� ROUTINE�� OR� INTEREST� IN� COLLECTIONS� OR� SETS� OF�
THINGS���%ARLY�INTEREST�IN�THE�ENTIRE�ALPHABET��A�SET�OF�STORY�
CHARACTERS��OR� THE�COMPLETED�CIRCLE�OF�A� TRAIN�ON�A� TRACK�
ARE�COMMON�EXAMPLES�OF�GESTALT�THINKING���

0ARENT� STORIES� OF� CHILDREN� LEARNING� TO�WALK� COMMONLY�
ILLUSTRATE�A�GESTALT�COGNITIVE�STYLE��4RUMAN�S�PARENTS��FOR�
INSTANCE�� SAID� THAT� THEIR�BOY�NEVER�EVEN�TRIED� TO�WALK�
AT� ALL��WHEN�ALL� OF� A� SUDDEN��HE� GOT�UP�ONE�DAY� AND�
WALKED� ALL� THE�WAY� ACROSS� THE� ROOM�� �-ANY�PARENTS�
DESCRIBE� HOW� THEIR� CHILDREN� NEVER� VENTURED� ONTO�
A� BICYCLE� UNTIL� THEY� SIMPLY� GOT� ON� AND� RODE� ONE�
DAY�� � 4HIS� CHARACTERISTIC�hFLAT� LEARNING� CURVEv� CAN�
BE� TORTUROUSLY� HORIZONTAL� FOR� PARENTS� WHO� WAIT�
YEARS�FOR�SOME�EVIDENCE�THAT�THEIR�CHILD�IS�TAKING�
IN�ANYTHING��7HEN�THE�CURVE�ABRUPTLY�ELBOWS�UP�
VERTICALLY�� IT� IS�STUNNING�AND�SEEMS�TO�COME�OUT�
OF�hNOWHEREv�

#AM�S�MOTHER�DESCRIBED�THE�FIRST�EVIDENCE�SHE�
HAD� THAT� HER� CHILD� WAS� REGISTERING� ANYTHING�
HE�SAW�AROUND�HIM��(ERE�IS�HER�STORY���h#AM�
USED�TO�LOVE�TO�WATCH�VIDEOS��AND�)�WOULD�SIT�
WITH�HIM�MANY�A�NIGHT��AND�WE�WOULD�WATCH�
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THE�VIDEOS�TOGETHER���!T�THIS�TIME��HE�BASICALLY�WAS�NONVERBAL��DIDN�T�SAY�MUCH��DIDN�T�
POINT���WAS�BASICALLY�VERY�PASSIVE��)�WOULD�SING�TO�HIM�ALL�THE�TIME���)�D�SING�THE�SONGS�
AND�TRY�TO�GET�HIM�TO�THE�VIDEO��OR�WHATEVER�WE�WERE�DOING���7E�WERE�SITTING�THERE�
ONE�TIME�AND�)�REMEMBER�)�WAS�SINGING�HIM�THE�@0OOH��SONG��AND�)�WENT��@7INNIE�
THE�����AND�HE�WENT��@���0OOH����)�STARTED�TO�CRY��AND�)�LOOKED�AT�HIM�AGAIN��AND�)�SAID�
IT�AGAIN��@7INNIE�THE�����AND�HE�WENT��@0OOH����(E�NEVER�MADE�EYE�CONTACT��BUT�HE�
FILLED�IN�THE�BLANK���!ND�THAT�S�THE�FIRST�TIME�)�REALIZED�THAT�SOMETHING�WAS�GET
TING�THROUGH���%VEN�THOUGH�HE�DIDN�T�HAVE�THE�CAPACITY�TO�TELL�ME�WHAT�HE�WAS�
DOING�WITH�IT��)�REALIZED�THAT�STUFF�WAS�GETTING�THROUGH���!ND�THAT�MADE�A�BIG�
IMPRESSION�ON�ME�BECAUSE�)� REALIZED�)�HAD�TO�KEEP�DOING� IT�� � )�HAD�TO�KEEP�
SITTING�THERE���7E�HAD�TO�WATCH�THE�VIDEO�����TIMES���7E�HAD�TO�SING�THE�SONG�
��MILLION�TIMES��BECAUSE�IT�MATTERED�v�#AM�S�MOTOR�SYSTEM�WAS�FINALLY�ABLE�
TO�PROVIDE�THE�PROOF�THAT�HE�HAD�MITIGATED�THE�GESTALT�OF�THIS�FAVORITE�SONG���
!RMED�WITH�SOME�EVIDENCE�THAT�HER�CHILD�WAS�PAYING�ATTENTION��THIS�MOM�S�
CONFIDENCE�WAS�BUOYED�UP�FOR�THE�LONG�ROAD�AHEAD���

#AM�S�MOTHER�WAS� FORTUNATE�� %VEN� THOUGH�#AM�WAS�MODERATELY� DYS
PRAXIC��AND�MOSTLY�SILENT�UP�UNTIL�THEN��HE�DID�HAVE�THE�MOTOR�STRENGTH�
AND�COORDINATION� TO� SAY� SOMETHING�AT� A� RELATIVELY� YOUNG�AGE�� �4HOSE�
CHILDREN� WHO� ARE� MORE� SEVERELY� DYSPRAXIC� MIGHT� NOT� SAY� ANYTHING�
INTELLIGIBLE� FOR� MANY� MORE� YEARS�� AND� PARENTS�� GLIMPSES� OF� GESTALT�
THINKING�AND�PROCESSING�MIGHT�NOT�APPEAR� THROUGH� LANGUAGE� FOR�A�
VERY�LONG�TIME�

.ICKY�S�MOTHER� COULD� SEE� IT� IN� OTHER�WAYS�� THOUGH�� �+AY� UNDER
STOOD� GESTALT� THINKING� BECAUSE� SHE� RECOGNIZED� IT� IN� HERSELF�� AND��
THEN�COULD�SYMPATHIZE�WITH�HER�SON�S�DILEMMA�WHEN�ASKED�TO�SHARE�
HIS� TOYS� IN� PRESCHOOL�� � .ICKY� HAD� ALWAYS� LINED� UP� HIS� TOYS�� FROM�
THE�TIME�HE�WAS�MOTORICALLY�COORDINATED�ENOUGH�TO�DO�SO���4HIS�HIS�
MOTHER�HONORED��SEEING�IT�AS�A�WAY�OF�LOOKING�AT�hSETSv�OR�hWHOLES�v��
"UT��IF�ANOTHER�CHILD�TRIED�TO�BREAK�UP�ONE�OF�THOSE�SETS��.ICKY�S�WORLD�
WAS� SHATTERED�� �+AY� EXPLAINED�HER� CHILD�S� PERSPECTIVE� TO�HIS� TEACHERS�
THIS�WAY���h&OR�.ICKY�TO�SHARE�HIS�SET�OF�PIRATES��IT�WOULD�BE�LIKE�ASKING�
ANOTHER�CHILD��@0LEASE�SHARE�YOUR�DOLL�WITH�ME��)�LL�JUST�PULL�ONE�ARM�OFF�
TO�PLAY�WITH��v

!S�WE�KNOW��AMONG�CHILDREN�WHO�ARE�VERBAL�AS�YOUNGSTERS��GESTALT� LAN
GUAGE� PROCESSING� IS� OFTEN� SEEN� AS�hECHOINGv� FROM�MOVIES��7ITH�$ANIEL��
A� CHILD� WE� WILL� HIGHLIGHT� IN� THE� NEXT� COLUMN�� THE� LANGUAGE� ACQUISITION�
PROCESS�WAS� EASY� TO� SEE���IF� YOU�KNEW�WHAT�YOU�WERE� LOOKING� FOR�� THAT� IS���
7HEN�WE�FIRST�MET�HIM��HE�WAS�NEARING�FOUR�YEARS�OLD��AND�HE�COULD�RECITE�
NUMEROUS� LINES� FROM� FAVORITE� VIDEOS�� �(IS�MOTHER�KNEW�ALL� THE� LINES�� AND�
COULD� SAY� THE� PRECEDING� AND� FOLLOWING� LINES�� A� STRATEGY� SHE� USED� TO� CREATE�
VERBAL�INTERACTIONS�WITH�HER�SON��AND�TO�hKEEP�THE�CONVERSATION�GOING�v��+AREN�
WAS�DOING�MORE� THAN� THAT��HOWEVER��BUT�UNTIL� SHE�MET�US�� SHE�WASN�T� AWARE�
OF�IT���7HAT�+AREN�WAS�DOING�WAS�MANYFOLD���SHE�WAS�CONFIRMING�HER�CHILD�S�
INTERESTS�AND�INTENTIONS�BY�JOINING�HIM��SHE�WAS�ACKNOWLEDGING�HIS�LANGUAGE�AS�
COMMUNICATIVE��SHE�WAS�CREATING�EMOTIONAL�AND�SOCIAL�RECIPROCITY��AND�SHE�WAS�
ALLOWING�HER�CHILD�PLENTY�OF�PRACTICE�WITH�LANGUAGE�AT�THE�FIRST�STEP�OF�THE�GESTALT�
LANGUAGE�ACQUISITION�PROCESS�

7E� HELPED� +AREN� LEARN� TO� BUILD� USEFUL�� FLEXIBLE�hGESTALTSv� INTO� THEIR� DAILY� LIVES���
2ECOGNIZING�THAT�ALL�LANGUAGE�THAT�SURROUNDS�A�CHILD�CONSTITUTES�INADVERTENT�hMOD
ELS�v�WE�WANTED�TO�MAKE�SURE�THAT�$ANIEL�HEARD�NOT�ONLY�7ALT�$ISNEY�S� LANGUAGE��
BUT�PLENTY�OF�OTHER�LANGUAGE�THAT�WOULD�BECOME�USEFUL�IN�EVERYDAY�COMMUNICATION���
h,ET�S�GET�OUT�OF�HERE�v�WORKS�MUCH�OF�THE�TIME��BUT�h#OME�ON�v�IS�MORE�GENERALLY�
COMMUNICATIVE��

7HAT�WE�DID�WITH�$ANIEL�S�FAMILY�WAS�CREATE�
HOMEMADE�VIDEOS�THEY�COULD�WATCH�TOGETH
ER��7E�MADE� SURE�OUR� LANGUAGE�WAS� FUN� AND�
LIVELY��LIKE�7ALT�$ISNEY�S��BUT�MORE�PREDICTABLE��
AND� LENT� ITSELF� TO� READY�MITIGATION�� �2EPETITIVE�
GAMES� AND� STORIES� WERE� ALSO� CREATED� SO�$ANIEL�
COULD� HEAR��h,ET�S� PLAY�WITH� THE���v� AND�h)T�S� A���v�
A� BIZILLION� TIMES� A� DAY�� �7HEN�$ANIEL�WAS� READY�
FOR� 3TAGE� �� OF� THE� GESTALT� LANGUAGE� ACQUISITION�
PROCESS��MITIGATION	�HE�KNEW�THAT�h,ET�S�PLAY�WITH�
THE���v� COULD�BE� EXTRACTED� FROM� THE�MANY�EXAMPLES�
HE� HEARD� DAILY�� AND� THAT� h)T�S� A���v� COULD� BE� EQUALLY�
MITIGATED�FROM�THE�WHOLES�

$ANIEL�MOVED�THROUGH�THE�STAGES�IN�A�hTEXTBOOKv�FASH
ION�� RECOMBINING�PARTS� OF� HIS� FORMER� GESTALTS� IN� 3TAGE�
���AND��EVENTUALLY��ISOLATING�INDIVIDUAL�WORDS�IN�3TAGE�����
5P�UNTIL�THEN��$ANIEL�S�LANGUAGE�SOUNDED�GRAMMATICALLY�
INTACT�� BECAUSE� WHOLE� SENTENCES� AND� PHRASES� HAD� BEEN�
hLIFTEDv�VERBATIM�FROM�OTHER�SOURCES���4HE�MITIGATIONS�AND�
RECOMBINATIONS�AT�3TAGE���SOUNDED�QUITE�GOOD��h,ET�S�PLAY�
WITH� THE� �� ALPHABETv�� h,ET�S� PLAY� WITH� THE� �� BLOCKSv	�� BUT�
3TAGE���SINGLE�WORDS�AND�TWOWORD�COMBINATIONS�WOULD�HAVE�
SOUNDED�LIKE�A�STEP�BACKWARDS�TO�SOMEONE�WHO�DIDN�T�UNDER
STAND�THE�GESTALT�PROCESS�

7E�WERE�DELIGHTED��THOUGH��BECAUSE�WE�KNEW�THAT�THE�PROGRES
SION�FROM�h,ET�S�PLAY�WITH�THE�MONSTERSv�TO�h)���TOYv�WAS�TRULY�
PROGRESS��� �!S�STARTLING�AS� IT�WAS��WE�KNEW�THAT�$ANIEL�HAD�
BEGUN�THE�PROCESS�OF�GENERATING�HIS�OWN�UNIQUE�SENTENCES���
7E� NEVER� ACTUALLY� WITNESSED� SINGLE� WORDS� BEING� SPOKEN�
IN�3TAGE����HOWEVER��AS�$ANIEL�S�LANGUAGE�COMPETENCE�LED�
IMMEDIATELY�TO�RUDIMENTARY�GENERATIVE�GRAMMAR�

)N� THE�NEXT� COLUMN��WE�WILL� EXAMINE�$ANIEL�S�PROGRESS�
IN�MORE�DETAIL��TAKING�YOU�THROUGH�THE�STAGES�OF�MITIGA
TION� AND� THEN� THOSE� OF� GENERATIVE� GRAMMAR��7E� WILL�
PROVIDE�A�ROADMAP�TO�USE�WITH�YOUNGER�CHILDREN��BUT�
ALSO�A�MODEL�THAT�CAN�BE�MODIFIED�FOR�AN�OLDER�CHILD���
LIKE�7ILL�

7ILL�S� CASE�� AND� THOSE� OF� OTHER� CHILDREN� WHO� ARE�
BEYOND� THE� PRESCHOOL� AND� EARLY� ELEMENTARY� YEARS��
IS� MUCH� MORE� COMPLEX�� 7ILL�S� LANGUAGE� ACQUISI
TION�� NOW� THAT� HE� IS� OLDER�� IS� NOT� PROCEEDING� AS�
NEATLY�OR�COMPLETELY�AS�IT�DID�FOR�$ANIEL���/N�THE�
OTHER�HAND��SOME�ASPECTS�OF�THE�PROCESS�ARE�ACTU
ALLY�EASIER�TO�SEE�IN�OLDER�CHILDREN��BECAUSE�THEIR�
MOTOR� SYSTEMS� �INCLUDING� SPEECH	� ARE� MORE�
REFINED��AND�THEIR�ABILITY�TO�STORE�AND�USE�LINES�
FROM�MANY�SOURCES�CAN�BE�SO�EXTENSIVE��

"EFORE�WE�WRAP�UP� THIS�COLUMN�� LET�S� REVIEW�
7ILL�S� SITUATION�� �(E� COULD� BE� PROMPTED� TO�
SAY�� h)� WANT� ,OGICAL� �� 2ANCH�� PLEASE�v� BUT�
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AT�AGE�����HE�COULDN�T�GENERATE�ADULTSOUNDING� LANGUAGE�SPONTANEOUSLY�� �7OULD� IT�
BE�APPROPRIATE�TO�EXPECT�HIM�TO�EXPAND�HIS�DRILLED�SENTENCES��#OULD�HE�STILL�LEARN�
GENERATIVE� LANGUAGE�AT�ALL��/R��AS� THE�CONVENTIONAL�hWISDOMv�SUGGESTS��WAS� IT� TOO�
LATE��!ND�IF�SO��WERE�HIS�PARENTS�SUPPOSED�TO� JUST�hLETv�HIM�SAY� LINES�FROM�-ARY�
0OPPINS���ASSUMING�THAT�THERE�WAS�SOME�ELUSIVE�MEANING�HIDDEN�IN�THEM���7ERE�
THEY�TO�FIGURE�OUT�WHAT�7ILL�HAD�IN�MIND�WHEN�HE�SAID�THINGS�LIKE��h"UT�YOU�GOT�
TO�TAKE�ORDERS�v�OR�h!NGELS�IN�THE�/UTFIELDv

4O�ANSWER� THE�QUESTION��WE�ALREADY�KNEW� THAT�7ILL�WAS� ATTEMPTING� TO� COM
MUNICATE�WITH� HIS� GESTALTS�� �#ONSIDERING� THE� THOUSAND�UTTERANCES� ANALYZED�
BY�0RIZANT�ET�AL��PLUS�ALL�THOSE�WE�D�HEARD�IN�OUR�CLINIC��WE�KNEW�THAT�GESTALTS�
SERVED� ALL� THE� SAME� COMMUNICATIVE� FUNCTIONS� OF�hTYPICALv� LANGUAGE�� �7E�
KNEW�THAT�THE�7ILLS�IN�OUR�LIVES��AND�THE�$ANIELS��ARE�ATTEMPTING�TO�COMMU
NICATE���4HE�ONLY�MISSING�LINK�TO�SUCCESSFUL�COMMUNICATION�IS�OUR�ABILITY�
TO�UNDERSTAND�WHAT�THEY�MEAN��

4IME� AND� AGAIN� WE� HAVE� LEARNED� THAT� ONCE� WE� EXAMINED� THE� ORIGINAL�
SOURCE�OF�A�GESTALT��AND�TRIED�OUR�BEST�TO�UNDERSTAND�ITS�MEANING�FROM�
THE� CHILD�S�PERSPECTIVE��WE� COULD� RESPOND�ACCORDINGLY��!ND� IT� IS�PURE�
MAGIC�WHEN�OUR�KIDS�REALIZE�WE�hGET�IT�v�4HEIR�JOY�IS�PALPABLE��AND�SETS�
THE�STAGE�FOR�MORE�TO�COME��7E�KNOW�FROM�CONSIDERABLE�hNEAR�MISSES�v�
TOO��THAT�EVEN�THE�ATTEMPTS�AT�UNDERSTANDING�ARE�AMAZINGLY�SATISFYING�
TO�OUR�KIDS��4HEY�KNOW�THEN�THAT�WE�TAKE�THEM�SERIOUSLY�AS�COMMU
NICATORS��AND�WILL�KEEP�TRYING�TO�UNDERSTAND�THEM�BETTER�

3O�THERAPY�WITH�7ILL�BEGAN�WITH�THIS�STRATEGY���WITH�ACKNOWLEDG
ING��AND�HELPING�7ILL�S�PARENTS�FURTHER�ACKNOWLEDGE��THE�LANGUAGE�
GESTALTS�7ILL�USED�� �4HE�FIRST�TIME�WE�REALIZED�THAT�7ILL�S�RENDITION�
OF�h%ARTH�ANGEL��EARTH�ANGEL��WON�T�YOU�BE�MINE���v�WAS�ADDRESSED�TO�
US�WHEN�WE�DID�SOMETHING�HELPFUL��WE�BLUSHED�AND�LOVED�HIM�FOR�IT���
!S� THE�WEEKS�WENT�BY��WE� STARTED� SAYING��h4HANK�YOU�v� IN� RESPONSE���
2ECENTLY�� OUR� JOYFUL� BANTER� OVER� OUR� MUTUAL� ADMIRATION� LED� TO� THE�
FOLLOWING�CONVERSATION�AMONG�#���THE�PRIMARY�CLINICIAN	��#���A�SUP
PORTING�CLINICIAN	��0��ONE�OF�7ILL�S�PARENTS	��AND�7��7ILL	�

7���%ARTH�ANGEL��EARTH�ANGEL���

#����7E�LL�HAVE�ANOTHER�EARTH�ANGEL�HERE�NEXT�WEEK��TOO��7ILL�

0����7ILL�ALWAYS�LIKES�THE�GIRLS�

7����)�LOVE�@EM���SPOKEN�RAPIDLY	

#����$ID�YOU�JUST�SAY��h)�LOVE�@EM�v

7�����SIGNS�hLIKEv�TO�CLARIFY�HIMSELF�AND�EVERYONE�BURSTS�OUT�LAUGHING�	

4HIS�SINGLE�EXAMPLE�ILLUSTRATES�THE�USE�OF�MULTIPLE�GESTALTS�IN�A�REALTIME�CON
VERSATION��AND�THE�USE�OF�A�MITIGATED��SIGNED�WORD�AS�A�CONVERSATIONAL�REPAIR��3O��
7ILL�IS�SOLIDLY�IN�3TAGE�����"UT�HE�ALSO�MITIGATES�AT�3TAGE�����7E�OFTEN�HEAR�HIM�
SAYING�PART�OF�A�GESTALT�UNDER�HIS�BREATH��AND�THE�PART�HE�WANTS�TO�COMMUNICATE�
OUT� LOUD�� �7ILL� RECOMBINES� AT� 3TAGE� �� ROUTINELY�� AND� EVEN� ISOLATES� INDIVIDUAL�
WORDS�AND�RECOMBINES�THEM�IN�A�RUDIMENTARY�3TAGE���FASHION���

4HIS�ONE�EXAMPLE�SHOWS�HOW��WITH�OLDER�CHILDREN��EVEN�WITHOUT�A�HISTORY�OF�SUP
PORT�IN�NATURAL�LANGUAGE�ACQUISITION��THE�STAGES�OF�THE�PROCESS�CAN�OCCUR���4HAT�ALL�
THE�STAGES�ARE�HAPPENING�AT�ONCE�WITH�7ILL� IS�CONFUSING��TO�BE�SURE�� �"UT�WE�OVER
COME�THAT�BY�WRITING�IT�ALL�DOWN��7ILL�S�MOTHER�IS�OUR�MOST�RELIABLE�SCRIBE	���)F�WE�
DON�T�KNOW�WHERE�A�GESTALT�COMES�FROM��SHE�AND�7ILL�DO���4HEN�WE�SPECULATE�ABOUT�

��� -AY��*UNE��������!UTISM�N�!SPERGER�S�$IGEST
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ITS�CURRENT�USEFULNESS�TO�7ILL���7E�CAN�THEN�
RESPOND�CONVERSATIONALLY��OFTEN�GIVING�7ILL�
A� MORE� hTRANSPARENTv� �COMMON	� GESTALT� AS�
HIS�NEXT�LANGUAGE�MODEL�

/VER� THE� NEXT� FEW� COLUMNS�� WE�LL� PROVIDE�
FURTHER� EXAMPLES� OF� 7ILL�S� LANGUAGE� DEVELOP
MENT� PROGRESSION�� AND� CONTRAST� IT� TO� THE�MORE�
PREDICTABLE� PATTERN� DEMONSTRATED� BY� A� YOUNGER�
CHILD��$ANIEL�

/NCE� YOU� HAVE� THE� MORE� DETAILED� PROGRESSION� TO�
LOOK� AT�� YOU� CAN� BEGIN� TO� APPLY� THE� INTERVENTION�
TECHNIQUES�TO�YOUR�OWN�CHILD���AND�BEGIN�TO�SEE�THAT�
NATURAL� LANGUAGE�ACQUISITION�DOES�TAKE�PLACE�IN�CHIL
DREN�ON�THE�SPECTRUM�
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IN�PHYSICALLYSUPPORTED�
SPEECH� AND� LANGUAGE�
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WITH�!3$� DIAGNOSES�� #$#� HAS� SUCCESSFULLY�
HELPED� SCORES� OF� CHILDREN� AS� THEY� MOVED�
THROUGH� THE� STAGES� OF� LANGUAGE� ACQUISITION��
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i)N�A�RADIO�INTERVIEW�EARLIER�THIS�YEAR��4EMPLE�'RANDIN�WAS�ASKED��h4ELL�ME�ABOUT�THE�PROCESS�YOU�WENT� THROUGH� TO�BECOME�AS� REMARKABLY�VERBAL� AS� YOU�ARE��9OU�
WRITE� EARLY�ON� THAT�PEOPLE� SAID� THAT� YOU�WERE� A� TAPE� RECORDER��9OU�HAD� CERTAIN�
PHRASES�THAT�YOU�SAID�OVER�AND�OVER�AGAIN��!ND�LISTEN�TO�YOU�NOW�v

4EMPLE� RESPONDED�� h7ELL��WHAT�HAPPENS� IS�� AS� )�PUT�MORE� AND�MORE� AND�MORE�
INFORMATION�ON�THE�HARD�DRIVE��AND�)�DO�HAVE�A�BIG�HARD�DRIVE��TINY�PROCESSOR��
BIG�HARD�DRIVE��AS�)�GET�MORE�AND�MORE�PHRASES�ON�THE�HARD�DRIVE��)�CAN�RECOM
BINE�THEM�IN�DIFFERENT�WAYS��AND�THEN�IT�S� LESS�TAPE�RECORDERLIKE����4HE�THING�IS��
IT�S�GRADUAL�LEARNING��9OU�KNOW��YOU�GRADUALLY�JUST�KEEP�GETTING�BETTER�AND�BETTER�
AND�BETTER���v

)F�YOU�ARE�LIKE�ME��AND�HAVE�BEEN�AN�ADMIRER�OF�4EMPLE�'RANDIN�OVER�THE�YEARS��
YOU�WOULD�NEVER�DOUBT�THAT�HER�hHARD�DRIVEv�SURPASSES�MOST��AND�THAT�HER�PUB
LIC�SPEAKING�SKILLS�HAVE�BECOME�VERY�SOPHISTICATED��(ER�ASSURANCE�TO�US�THAT�THE�
PROCESS�OF�hRECOMBININGv�LANGUAGE�CONTINUES�WELL�INTO�ADULTHOOD�IS�PARTICULARLY�
VALIDATING�TO�THOSE�OF�US�WHO�REALIZE�THAT�THE�IDEA�THAT�OUR�KIDS��LANGUAGE�BECOMES�
HARDWIRED�BY�AGE���IS�SIMPLY�NOT�TRUE��9ES��WITH�hTYPICALv�LANGUAGE�DEVELOPMENT��
KIDS�� HEADS� HAVE� ALL� THE� RULES� OF� GRAMMAR� BY� THEN��.EW� LEARNING� SEEMS� TO� BE�
hINHIBITEDv�BY�THE�RULES�THEY�ALREADY�KNOW�

"UT�NOT�SO�WITH�OUR�KIDS���)N�OUR�CLINIC��WE�SEE�OLDER�KIDS��EVEN�TEENAGERS��WHO�ARE�
LEARNING�RULEBASED�GRAMMAR���SOME�FOR�THE�FIRST�TIME���7ITH�OLDER�KIDS�LIKE�7ILL��
WHO�WAS�HIGHLIGHTED�IN�OUR�LAST�COLUMN��THE�PROCESS�OF�BREAKING�DOWN�LANGUAGE�
hWHOLESv�OR�hGESTALTSv�DOESN�T�HAPPEN�AS�RAPIDLY�OR�AS�READILY�AS�IT�DOES�WITH�KIDS�
WHO�ARE� YOUNGER��"UT� IT� STILL� HAPPENS���7E�WILL� RETURN� TO� THESE�OLDER�KIDS� IN� A�
LATER� COLUMN��BUT��NOW��WE�WANT� TO�GIVE�YOU�A� LONGITUDINAL�PICTURE�OF�HOW� THE�
LANGUAGE�ACQUISITION�PROCESS�WORKS�WHEN�!3$�KIDS�BEGIN�IT�SOONER��!S�PROMISED��
�YEAROLD� $YLAN�S� ;@$ANIEL�� FROM� OUR� PREVIOUS� COLUMN=� PROGRESSION� THROUGH�

THE� FIRST� THREE� STAGES� OF� 'ESTALT� ,ANGUAGE�
!CQUISITION� �3EE� 3IDEBAR	� WILL� BE� DETAILED�
IN�THIS�COLUMN�

)T�WAS� TEN� YEARS� AGO�WHEN�$YLAN�S�MOTHER�
CAME� TO� US�� 3HE� TOLD� US� THAT� $YLAN�S� LAN
GUAGE� WAS� ALL� hECHOEDv� FROM� HIS� FAVORITE�
VIDEOS��,AND�"EFORE�4IME�AND�!LL�$OGS�'O�TO�
(EAVEN�AT� THAT� TIME��AND�THAT�SHE�DOUBTED�
THAT�$YLAN� INTENDED�TO�COMMUNICATE�ANY
THING� WITH� THIS� hVIDEO� TALK�v� 3HE� ADDED��
HOWEVER�� THAT�$YLAN�WOULD�OFTEN�USE�PAR
TICULAR�LINES�BEFORE�CERTAIN�BEHAVIORS��h3TAY�
OFF�THE�FIELD��#HARLESv�SIGNALED�A�RETREAT�INTO�
PRIVATE� SPACE�� AND� h3HARPTOOTH� ATTACK�v�
HERALDED�ROUGH�AND�TUMBLE�PLAY�

7E� FIRST� MET� $YLAN� AT� HIS� HOME�� AND�
PLAYED�WITH�HIM�IN�OUR�CLINIC�THE�FOLLOWING�
WEEK��RECORDING�EVERYTHING�HE�SAID�DURING�
THAT�SECOND�MEETING��-OST�OF�WHAT�$YLAN�
SAID�WAS�UNINTELLIGIBLE�TO�US��ALTHOUGH�HIS�
MOTHER�KNEW�MUCH�OF� IT��AND�EVEN�WHICH�
VIDEO�IT�CAME�FROM��,ONG�STRINGS�OF�VAGUE�
SOUNDS� REPRESENTING� MULTIPLE� SENTENCES�
SUCH�AS��h,ET�S�GO� FIND�HIM�COME�ON�3POT�
NOW� LET� ME� THINK� WHERE� ARE� YOUv� MADE�
UP� THE� BULK� OF� $YLAN�S� VERBAL� OUTPUT��
/THER�� SHORTER� COMMENTS� LIKE�� h7HERE�S�
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3TAGE����#OMMUNICATIVE�
USE�OF�LANGUAGE�GESTALTS�
�LEARNED�AND�SPOKEN�IN�
THEIR�ENTIRETY	

3TAGE����-ITIGATION�INTO�
CHUNKS�AND�RECOMBINING

3TAGE����)SOLATION�OF�SINGLE�
WORDS�AND�MORPHEMES��
AND�BEGINNING�GENERA
TION�OF�ORIGINAL�TWOWORD�
PHRASES

3TAGES�������'ENERATION�OF�
MORE�COMPLEX�SENTENCES

CWT�BcPVTb�^U�6TbcP[c�;P]VdPVT�0R`dXbXcX^]

THE�SNOWBALL�v�WERE�EASIER�FOR�US�TO�UNDERSTAND��BUT�STILL�CONFUSING�ON�
THIS�EARLY�FALL��SNOWFREE��DAY��

$URING�OUR�FIRST�CLINIC�SESSION��WE�KNEW�ABOUT�THINGS�LIKE�hSNOWBALLSv�
ALREADY�� AND� IT�WAS� EXCITING� TO� DISCOVER� THAT� AT� LEAST� SOME� OF�$YLAN�S�
UTTERANCES�TURNED�OUT�TO�BE�QUITE�RELATED�TO�WHAT�WAS�GOING�ON���4HE�
FOLLOWING�DIALOGUE�TOOK�PLACE�AT�THE�END�OF�OUR�SESSION��WHEN�$YLAN�
ATTEMPTED�TO�KEEP�US�ENGAGED�BY�INTRODUCING�A�PLAY�SEQUENCE�HE�HAD�
WITNESSED�IN�A�VIDEO��A�SNOWBALL�FIGHT	�

$��3NOWBALL���$YLAN�REACHES�DOWN�TO�hPACKv�SOME�hSNOWv	

#��)�M�GONNA�GET�YOU���READY�

$��(ELEN��4OM���CALLING�US�BY�THE�NAMES�OF�MOVIE�CHARACTERS	

#��)�M�GONNA�GET�YOU�

$��4AKE�THAT��4AKE�THAT�

$YLAN� WAS� HAVING� FUN�� AND� DIDN�T� WANT� THE� PLAY� TO� STOP��
'RANTED��$YLAN�S�PEERS�WOULD�NOT�HAVE�READ�THIS�IN�HIS�hOPAQUE�v�
hDIFFICULTTOSEETHROUGHv� LANGUAGE�� "UT� WE� ALREADY� KNEW� NOT�
TO� TAKE� WHAT� $YLAN� SAID� LITERALLY�� 4HAT� WAS� OUR� FIRST� hRULE�
OF� CONVERSATION�v�� !ND�� OVER� THE� YEARS�� IT� HAS� REMAINED� OUR�
FIRST� RULE� WITH� ALMOST� EVERY� !3$� CHILD� WE� HAVE� MET�� 4HIS�
IS� BOTH� COMFORTING� AND� FREEING���BUT� NOT� ALWAYS� EASY� TO�
REMEMBER��7E� ADULTS� STRUGGLE� WHEN� WE� DON�T� UNDERSTAND�� WE�
OFTEN� PANIC�� AND�� TO� MAKE� MATTERS� WORSE�� OUR� FEELINGS� GET� HURT��
7HEN�OUR�CHILD�DECLARES��h"ACK�/FF��v�OR�YELLS��h'O�@WAY�v�IT�S�HARD��
TO�SEE�PAST�THE�LITERAL��AND�REMEMBER�THAT�WE�ARE�WITNESSING�AN�EARLY�
GESTALT��"UT��IF�WE�ALL�DO�OUR�PARTS��THAT�ROUGHAROUNDTHEEDGES�LAN
GUAGE�WILL�LATER�BE�REPLACED�BY�hRECOMBINATIONSv��LIKE��h.OT�YET��/+��v�
AND��EVEN�MORENUANCED�LANGUAGE�� LIKE��h7AIT�A�MINUTE��/+���)� JUST�
NEED�SOME�MORE�TIME�v�

2ETURNING�TO�THE�DIALOGUE�WITH�$YLAN��YOU�WILL�NOTICE�BOTH�3TAGE���AND�
3TAGE���LANGUAGE��AN�OBVIOUS�GESTALT��h4AKE�THAT�v�AND�TWO�MITIGATIONS��
h3NOWBALL�v�AND�h(ELEN��4OM�v�!S�WE�BEGAN�OUR�THERAPEUTIC�RELATION
SHIP� TOGETHER�� WE� WANTED� TO� MAKE� SURE� $YLAN� HAD� PLENTY� OF� 3TAGE� ��
EXPERIENCE�WITH�A�VARIETY�OF�USEFUL��NONMOVIE�GESTALT�MODELS�BEFORE�WE�

FOCUSED� ON� THE� 3TAGE� ��MITIGATION�� 4HE� CORE�
LANGUAGE�MODELS�$YLAN�HAD�TO�WORK�WITH�WERE�
TOO� LIMITED� TO� GIVE�HIM� THE� hBUILDING�BLOCKSv�
FOR� GENERATIVE� LANGUAGE� CONSTRUCTION�� .AMES�
LIKE� h(ELENv� AND� h4OMv� AND� PRETEND� SNOWBALL�
FIGHTS�MIGHT�NOT�WORK�WITH�ANYONE�BUT�THE�OCCA
SIONAL�SAVVY�PLAY�PARTNER���

4HE�ANIMATION�AND�LANGUAGE�OF�MOVIES�MAKE�THEM�
A�HARD�ACT�TO�FOLLOW��&ORTUNATELY��REAL�LIFE�PROVIDES�
THE�MOTOR� EXPERIENCES� OUR� KIDS� CRAVE�� AND� PEOPLE�
WHO� KNOW� HOW� TO�MAKE� THEM� FUN��� /UR� PLAY� HAD�
TO� BE� ACTIVE� AND� EXCITING�� AND� OUR� LANGUAGE� HAD� TO�
BE� DELIVERED� WITH� ENTHUSIASM� AND� ALL� THE� THEATRICS�
WE� COULD� MUSTER�� 0REDICTABLE��hTRANSPARENT�v� DEVEL
OPMENTALLY� APPROPRIATE� LANGUAGE� CAN� BE� DEADLYDULL��
UNLESS�WE�MAKE� IT� OTHERWISE���7E�WANTED� TO� COMPETE�
SUCCESSFULLY�WITH�(OLLYWOOD�� SO�WE� CREATED� EXTREMELY�
FUN�� MOVEMENTBASED� EXPERIENCES� �THINK�� hSENSORY�
INTEGRATIONv	��THAT�JUST�HAPPENED�TO�INCLUDE�BASIC�SEN
TENCE�FORMS�LIKE��h,ET�S���v��h(EY�� IT�S���v��ETC��3OMEHOW�
WE�DID�IT��BECAUSE�A�FEW�MONTHS�LATER��$YLAN�ROUTINELY�
EXTRACTED� THESE� TYPES�OF�PHRASES� FROM�OUR� LANGUAGE��
AND�PRODUCED�HIS�OWN�RECOMBINATIONS�

)T�WAS�IMPERATIVE�TO�BE�LIVELY��FRIENDLY��AND�FUN��AND�TO�
GIVE�$YLAN�SOMETHING�THAT�HE�COULDN�T�GET�ANYWHERE�
ELSE��MEETING�HIS�SENSORYMOTOR�NEEDS�HELPED�	�(E�
LEARNED� THAT� LISTENING� TO�US�WAS� ENTERTAINING�� AND�
HE�TRUSTED�US�TO�GIVE�HIM�LANGUAGE�HE�COULD�USE�TO�
KEEP�US�PLAYING�WITH�HIM��$YLAN�STILL�USED�MOVIE�
GESTALTS�AS�WELL��AND�MITIGATED�THEM�NICELY��BUT�ALL�
HIS� LANGUAGE�WAS� BECOMING� INCREASINGLY� hTRANS
PARENTv� AND� EASIERTOINTERPRET�� &OLLOWING� ARE�
SOME�UTTERANCES�FROM�OUR�THIRD�MONTH�

,ET�S�GET�OUTTA�HERE�

7HOA��4HAT�WAS�CLOSE�



(ERE�)�COME�

)�M�THE�KING�

"Y� OUR� FOURTH� MONTH�� $YLAN�
WAS� MITIGATING� ROUTINELY�� (E�
USED�� h)� GOT� IT�v� �A� MODELED�
GESTALT	��BUT�ALSO�CHANGED�IT�TO�
h7E� GOT� IT��� $URING� A� PAPER
CUTTING� ACTIVITY�� $YLAN� PRO
DUCED�ALL�OF�THE�FOLLOWING�

#UT�OUT�"UZZ�,IGHTYEAR�

#UT�OUT�DINOSAUR�

#UT�OUT�THE�3LINKY�

9OU�CUT�OUT�3LINKY�

"Y�THE�FIFTH�MONTH��$YLAN�INCLUDED�AN�INTERESTING�TWIST�IN�HIS�
MITIGATION��(E�USED�THE�PHRASE�FROM�OUR�TAG�GAME��h9OU�RE�IT�v�
IN� VARIOUS� MUTATIONS�� CREATING� THE� RECOMBINATION�� h)�M� IT�v�
BUT�ALSO�A�COMBINATION�OF�COMBINATIONS��REFERRING�TO�THE�GAME�
ITSELF��h)T�S�@)�IT���v

$URING�OUR�SIXTH�MONTH��$YLAN�WAS�PRODUCING�FAR�LESSCOLOR
FUL� LANGUAGE�� IN�GENERAL��BUT� IT�WAS�ALMOST�ALL� hTRANSPARENT�v�
AND�EASY�FOR�FAMILIAR�PARTNERS�TO�hREAD�v��&OLLOWING�IS�A�SHORT�
EXCERPT�FROM�A�SESSION�DURING�THAT�TIME��4HE�TWO�CLINICIANS�ARE�
LABELED�#��AND�#��

#���,ET�S�BLOW�BUBBLES�

$��"UBBLES���GOES�AND�GETS�THE�BAG�OF�BALLOONS	

#���)�WANT�TO�PLAY�WITH�THE�BUBBLES�

$�����OF�BALLOONS�

#���4HERE�S�A�LOT�OF�BALLOONS�

#���)�M�BLOWING�A�BIG�BALLOON��BLOWING�ONE�UP	

$��9OU�BUBBLE�

#���7HAT��7HAT�TO�DO�

$��9OU�TRY�

$URING�OUR�SEVENTH�MONTH��$YLAN�CLEARLY�MADE�THE�LEAP�FROM�
3TAGE���MITIGATION�TO�3TAGE���SINGLE�WORD�ISOLATION�AND�BEGIN
NING�GENERATIVE�GRAMMAR��(E�BEGAN�BUILDING�HIS�OWN��UNIQUE�
SENTENCES� hFROM� SCRATCH�v� HAVING� ISOLATED� THE� BUILDING� BLOCKS�
FROM�REALLIFE�LANGUAGE��(IS�UTTERANCES�SOUNDED�LIKE�THOSE�WE�D�
EXPECT�TO�HEAR�FROM�A�TWOYEAROLD��h)���TOYv�WAS�HIS�FIRST�	��BUT�
WE�KNEW�HOW�$YLAN�HAD�GOTTEN�THERE��AND�WE�WERE�SO�PROUD��

$YLAN
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-ARGE� "LANC� FOUNDED� THE� #OMMUNI
CATION�$EVELOPMENT�#ENTER��IN�-ADISON��
7)� ��� YEARS� AGO�� 3PECIALIZING� IN� PHYSI
CALLYSUPPORTED� SPEECH� AND� LANGUAGE�
SERVICES� FOR� CHILDREN�WITH� !3$� DIAGNO
SES��#$#�HAS� SUCCESSFULLY� HELPED� SCORES�
OF� CHILDREN� AS� THEY� MOVED� THROUGH� THE�

STAGES�OF� LANGUAGE� ACQUISITION��#ONTACT�-ARGE� AND�HER� ASSO
CIATES�� #OMMUNICATION� $EVELOPMENT� #ENTER�� ���� 2AYOVAC�
$RIVE�� 3UITE� ����� -ADISON�� 7)� ������� LYONBLANC AOL�COM��
����	���������

")/")/

7E�ALSO�KNEW�THAT�NOW��THE�SKY�WAS�THE�LIMIT��AND�THAT�DURING�
THE�NEXT�FEW�YEARS��WE�WOULD�BE�ABLE�TO�SUPPORT�$YLAN�THROUGH�
3TAGES�����AS�HE�LEARNED�TO�PRODUCE�ALL�THE�GRAMMAR�OF�CHILD
HOOD���7E�ALSO�KNEW�THAT��SINCE�HE�ALREADY�KNEW�ABOUT�WHOLE�
STORIES��HE�WAS�WAY�BEYOND�HOW�HIS�RUDIMENTARY�GENERATIVE�SEN
TENCES�SOUNDED��*UST�AS�WE�KNEW�NOT�TO�TAKE�HIM�LITERALLY�BEFORE��
WE�KNEW�NOT�TO�TAKE�HIM�LITERALLY�NOW�

)N� TIME�� $YLAN� WAS� DISMISSED� FROM� OUR� CLINIC�� BECAUSE� HIS�
LANGUAGE�WAS� SO� RECOGNIZABLE�AND�USEFUL� THAT�HE�WAS�ABLE� TO�
FLOURISH� IN� LESS� PHYSICALLYSUPPORTIVE� ENVIRONMENTS�� LIKE� HIS�
PUBLIC� SCHOOL��$YLAN� AND� HIS� PEERS�WERE� hCATCHING� UPv�WITH�
EACH� OTHER�� "Y� THIRD� AND� FOURTH� GRADES��$YLAN�WAS� LEARNING�
TO�USE�COMPLEX�GRAMMAR��WHILE�HIS�CLASSMATES�WERE� LEARNING�
ABOUT�STORY�CONSTRUCTION��THE�MORAL�OF�STORIES��AND�THE�MEAN
ING� OF�METAPHOR��$YLAN� ALREADY� KNEW� THESE� THINGS�� AND�WAS�
WAY�BEYOND�HIS�PEERS�IN�HIS�USE�OF�IMAGINATION��.OW��HE�WAS�
LEARNING�TO�USE�THE�LANGUAGE�THAT�MATCHED�HIS�CREATIVITY�

4HE�REST�OF�$YLAN�S�STORY�WILL�APPEAR�IN�THE�NEXT�COLUMN��&OR�
NOW�� THOUGH�� YOU� HAVE� ENOUGH� BACKGROUND� INFORMATION� TO�
BEGIN�TO�OBSERVE�THE�!3$�CHILDREN�IN�YOUR�LIFE�AND�TO�BEGIN�TO�
RECOGNIZE�THE�COMMUNICATIVE�VALUE�OF�THOSE�COLORFUL�GESTALTS���
AND�TO�IMAGINE�A�TIME�WHEN�THEY�WILL�LEAD�TO�FURTHER�STEPS�IN�
NATURAL�LANGUAGE�ACQUISITION�

�
2EFERENCE
'RANDIN�� 4EMPLE�� #ONVERSATIONS� WITH� +ATHLEEN� $UNN�� 5NIVERSITY� OF�

7ISCONSIN��-ADISON��7)��7ISCONSIN�0UBLIC�2ADIO��&EBRUARY����������

h$YLANv�IS�$YLAN�3CHROUD�OF�0OYNETTE��7)��NOW����YEARS�OLD��
!� STORY� HE�WROTE�WITH�HIS� SISTER�� *ESSE��WILL� APPEAR� IN�7ALK�
!WHILE� IN� -Y� !UTISM�� A� -ANUAL� OF� 3ENSITIVITY� 0RESENTATIONS�
TO�0ROMOTE�5NDERSTANDING�OF�0EOPLE�ON�THE�!UTISM�3PECTRUM��
EDITED�BY�.AN�.EGRI�AND�+ATE�-C'INNITY��4HE�BOOK�IS�AVAIL
ABLE�AT�WWW�WALKAWHILE�ORG�



Ĉ �CT[[�cWT�ÀFW^[TÁ�Bc^ah��?Pac�"
=PcdaP[�;P]VdPVT�0R`dXbXcX^]
���������^]�cWT�0dcXb\�B_TRcad\

Qh�<PaVT�1[P]R

Words...
FindingtheWords...
Findingthe

W7ELCOME� TO� OUR� THIRD� INSTALLMENT� IN� THE� CONTINUING� STORY� OF� .ATURAL� ,ANGUAGE�
!CQUISITION�ON�THE�AUTISM�SPECTRUM��)N�THIS�EDITION�OF�OUR�COLUMN��WE�WILL� TAKE�YOU�
THROUGH�THE�hGENERATIVEv�STEPS�IN�THIS�PROCESS���AND��FINALLY��LANGUAGE�DEVELOPMENT�WILL�
BEGIN�TO�LOOK�MORE�LIKE�WHAT�YOU�THOUGHT�IT�WOULD��

4O�REVIEW��IN�COLUMN�ONE��-AY*UNE�����	��WE�INTRODUCED�THE�IDEA�THAT�KIDS�USE�3TAGE���
LANGUAGE�GESTALTS��WHOLE�PHRASES�hLIFTEDv�FROM�OTHER�SOURCES	�PURPOSEFULLY��)N�COLUMN�
TWO� �*ULY!UGUST� ����	�� WE� CONTINUED� THE� STORY� OF� THE� NATURAL� LANGUAGE� ACQUISITION�
PROCESS�THROUGH�hMITIGATIONv�OF�LANGUAGE�GESTALTS�INTO�THEIR�COMPONENT�PARTS���SHORTER�
PHRASES�THAT�CAN�BE�hRECOMBINED�v�

7E�INTRODUCED�TWO�CHILDREN��7ILL������AND�$YLAN�����CALLED�h$ANIELv�IN�COLUMN�ONE	��
TO�ILLUSTRATE�THE�EXTREMES���AND�CONSISTENCIES���OF�THE�PROCESS��)�SAY�hEXTREMESv�BECAUSE�
WHILE�BOTH�CHILDREN�MADE�EXCELLENT�PROGRESS��$YLAN�MOVED�FROM�3TAGE���TO�3TAGE���IN�
ABOUT�A�HALF�YEAR��AND�7ILL�HAS�NOT�DONE�SO�YET��AFTER�A�YEAR��!ND��)�SAY�hCONSISTENCIESv�
BECAUSE�THEIR�PROCESS�IS�BASICALLY�STILL�THE�SAME��7HILE�SOME�THINGS�WERE�EASIER�FOR�$YLAN�
�HE�HAD�LESS�LANGUAGE�TO�MITIGATE�FROM��LESS�LANGUAGE�TO�FIND�THE�COMMONALITIES�AMONG	��
SOME� ARE� EASIER� FOR�7ILL� �HIS� ARTICULATION� IS� BETTER� AND�PEOPLE�UNDERSTAND�HIM�MORE�
OFTEN�� HE� IS� FAMILIAR�WITH� A�WIDER� VARIETY� OF� LANGUAGE� AND� SO� hGENERATINGv� LANGUAGE��
WHEN�HE�IS�READY��WILL�NOT�BE�SO�FOREIGN	��

3O�LET�S�PICK�UP�WHERE�WE�LEFT�OFF�AT�THE�END�OF�THE�LAST�COLUMN��3TAGE���WAS�WHERE�$YLAN�
LEARNED�TO�ISOLATE�SINGLE�WORDS�AND�BEGAN�TO�GENERATE�HIS�FIRST�ORIGINAL��hFROM�SCRATCHv�
PHRASES��9ES��$YLAN�S�LANGUAGE�SOUNDED�A�LOT�LESS�hCOLORFULv�AT�THIS�STAGE��BUT�HIS�SHORT�
PHRASES�WERE�hTRANSPARENTv�TO�HIS�PARTNERS��AND�THEY�LITERALLY�MEANT�WHAT�THEY�SAID��

!FTER� �� MONTHS� OF� LANGUAGE� THERAPY�� WE� HAD� HELPED� $YLAN� SUCCESSFULLY� ISOLATE� SINGLE�
WORDS���THE�COMPONENT�PARTS�OF�HIS�GESTALTS�AND�THE�BUILDING�BLOCKS�FOR�HIS�FUTURE�GENERA
TIVE�LANGUAGE��(IS�UTTERANCES�SOUNDED�A�LOT�LIKE�THOSE�OF�A�TWO�YEAR�OLD�AT�THAT�STAGE��BUT�
WE�KNEW�THAT�HIS�THINKING�WAS�WAY�BEYOND�HOW�HE�SOUNDED��7E�KNEW�THAT�ONCE�HE�CAUGHT�
UP�WITH�HIS�PEERS�LINGUISTICALLY��HE�WOULD�ACTUALLY�BE�AHEAD�OF�THEM�IN�HIS�USE�OF�STORY��
METAPHOR��AND�IMAGINATION�

4HOSE� OF� YOU� WHO� HAVE� WATCHED� A�
MORE� hTYPICALLYDEVELOPINGv� CHILD�
ACQUIRE� LANGUAGE� KNOW� WHAT� TWO
YEAROLD�LANGUAGE�SOUNDS�LIKE��)T�ISN�T�
NECESSARILY�GRAMMATICALLY�ACCURATE��
AND� IT�S� hALL� OVER� THE� MAP�v� 7ITH�
THE� SAME� TWO� WORDS� �E�G�� -OMMY�
��SOCK	�� A� CHILD�CAN�COMBINE� THEM�
BOTH� WAYS�� AND� MEAN� INNUMERA
BLE� THINGS�� INCLUDING�� h4HESE� ARE�
-OMMY�S�SOCKSv��h-OMMY��PUT�MY�
SOCKS�ONv��h)�M�GONNA�GIVE�MY�SOCKS�
TO�-OMMYv��ETC��

3TAGE� �� COMBINATIONS� OF� SINGLE�
WORDS� LEAD�� EVENTUALLY�� TO� ALL� THE�
MORESOPHISTICATED�SENTENCES�OF�THE�
%NGLISH�LANGUAGE��AND�ARE�NOT�TO�BE�
TAKEN� LIGHTLY�� 6ARIOUSLY� REFERRED� TO�
IN�LANGUAGE�DEVELOPMENT�LITERATURE��
THIS�hPIVOT�GRAMMARv� IS�NICELY�OUT
LINED� IN� $EVELOPMENTAL� 3ENTENCE�
4YPES� OF� 0RE3ENTENCES� �A� PART� OF�
$EVELOPMENTAL� 3ENTENCE� !NALYSIS	��
WHICH� ILLUSTRATES� THAT� KIDS� NEED� TO�
USE� TONS�OF� TWOWORD� PHRASES� IN�
THEIR� PLAY�� SO� THAT� THEIR� GRAMMAR�
EVENTUALLY� DEVELOPS� VARIETY� AND�
FLEXIBILITY��4HESE�RUDIMENTARY�TWO
WORD� COMBINATIONS� ARE� MORE� LIKE�
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COMBINATIONS�OF�CONCEPTS�THAN�COMBINATIONS�OF�WORD�CLASSES��
AND� THEY� LAY� THE� IMPORTANT�GROUNDWORK� FOR� THINKING�ABOUT�
CONCEPT� RELATIONSHIPS� WITH� LANGUAGE�� 5LTIMATELY�� ALL� THE�
GRAMMATICAL�RELATIONSHIPS�OF�%NGLISH�DEVELOP�FROM�THEM�

+NOWING�HOW�IMPORTANT�IT�IS��WE��IN�OUR�CLINIC��TRY�TO�HELP�
KIDS�MAKE�THE�MOST�OF�3TAGE����7E�SET�UP�SITUATIONS�WHERE�
ALL� KINDS� OF� CONCEPTUAL� CATEGORIES� NATURALLY� hBUMP� INTOv�
EACH� OTHER�� AND�WE� HELP� KIDS� PUT�WORDS� TO� THESE� CONCEP
TUAL� COMBINATIONS�� 'RAMMATICAL� ACCURACY� IS� ABSOLUTELY�
UNIMPORTANT�AS�hSOCK�-OMMYv�AND�h-OMMY�SOCKv�ARE�
EQUALLY�hACCURATE�v�7HEN�$YLAN�WAS�AT�3TAGE����A�TYPICAL�
CONVERSATION�SOUNDED�LIKE�THE�FOLLOWING�;$�IS�$YLAN��#�IS�
A�CLINICIAN=�

$�� "ASKETBALL��;MAKING�A�BALL�OUT�OF�PLAYDOUGH=
#�� "ASKETBALL�
$�� !LL� RIGHT�� BASKETBALL�� ;FINDING� A� hBASKETv� TO� THROW�
INTO=
#�� 4HROW�IT�IN�THE�BASKET�
$�� 4O�BASKETBALL��
*�� /H��BASKETBALL�
$�� 7E���TO�BASKETBALL�
#�� 0ASS�IT��0ASS�IT�
$�� /NE��TWO�
#�� /NE��TWO��7ANT�MORE��/H��UGLY�;REFERRING�TO�SOME�
GRAY�PLAYDOUGH=
$�� )���YUCK�

)T� IS� TELLING� THAT� AT� 3TAGE� ���$YLAN� DIDN�T� USE� ACCURATE�
SENTENCES�� AND� WE� DIDN�T� CARE�� 7E� WANTED� HIM� TO�
EXPLORE��EXPLORE��EXPLORE���AND�TO�HEAR�AND�USE�WORDS�IN�
ALL�KINDS�OF�COMBINATIONS��)N�OUR�CLINIC�TODAY��JUST�AS�TEN�
YEARS�AGO��WE�SPEND�PLENTY�OF� TIME�AT�3TAGE����KNOWING�
THAT�KIDS�WILL�NATURALLY�MOVE�ON�TO�3TAGE���WHEN�THEY�ARE�
READY��!S�YOU�CAN�SEE��WE�BELIEVE�IN�THIS�PROCESS��BECAUSE�
WE�HAVE�SEEN�IT�UNFOLD�SCORES�OF�TIMES��7E�DON�T�NEED�TO�
TEACH� KIDS� TO� USE�� h)� WANT���vAND� h)� SEE���v� PREMATURELY��
BECAUSE�� WHEN� THEY� ARE� READY�� THEY� WILL� USE� THESE� SEN
TENCES���AND�SO�MANY�MORE���NATURALLY��

!S�YOU�LOOK�AT�THE�$EVELOPMENTAL�3ENTENCE�4YPE�SIDEBAR��
)�THINK�YOU�WILL�BE�STRUCK�BY�THE�UTTER�BREADTH�OF�VARIETY���
ALL�ABOUT�A�BALL�AND�EATING�COOKIES��3TUDY�THESE�WORD��AND�
CONCEPTUAL	�COMBINATIONS�CAREFULLY��AND�SEE�HOW�THE�WHOLE�
WORLD� CAN�BE�DESCRIBED� IN� TWOWORD�PHRASES��4HEN� THINK�
HOW�MUCH�WE�MISS�IF�WE�MAKE�THE�MISTAKE�OF�JUMPING�FROM�
SINGLE�WORDS�TO�h)�WANT����v�SENTENCES�PREMATURELY�

◉

7ELL��DEAR�READER��EVEN�IF�EVERYTHING�UP�TO�THIS�POINT�SOUNDS�
TERRIBLY�LOGICAL��YOU�MAY�STILL�BE�WONDERING�HOW�YOU�WILL�EVER�
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SET� UP� A� SITUATION� THAT� PROMOTES� LANGUAGE� LIKE� $YLAN�S�� 9OU�
MIGHT�BE� THINKING� THAT�YOUR�CHILD� JUST� LIKES� TO� SIT� AND�WATCH�
MOVIES�� SO� HOW�WILL� YOU� GET� HIM�UP� AND�MOVING� ENOUGH� TO�
WANT� TO� THROW� A� hBASKETBALL�v� OR� DISCOVER� YUCKY� PLAYDOUGH��
)T� IS�A�MATTER�OF�COMBINING�YOUR� INTIMATE�KNOWLEDGE�OF�YOUR�
CHILD�S� LOVES� WITH� HIS� CURRENT� SENSORY� MOTOR� SYSTEM�� )F� HE�
LOVES�4IGGER�AND�0OOH��THEN�FINDING�THEM�HIDDEN�IN�SURPRIS
ING� PLACES�� AND� DISCOVERING� THEM� LEAPING� FROM� THE� PILLOW� TO�
THE�FLOOR�MAY�BE�JUST�FUNNY�ENOUGH�TO�PROVIDE�THE�BACKDROP�
FOR� YOU� SAYING� PHRASES� LIKE�� h)T�����S� 4IGGER����v� 7HEN� 0OOH�
EMERGES�FROM�A�SECOND�PILLOW��h!ND�0OOOOOH�S�PILLOWv�MIGHT�
BE� THE� NATURAL� LANGUAGE�MODEL�� !S� YOU� RUN� FROM� THE� ROOM�
WITH� h4IGGER� AAAAAND� 0OOOOH���v� YOU� WILL� KNOW� IF� YOU�VE�
SUCCESSFULLY� BECOME� THE� 0IED� 0IPER� OR� NOT�� !ND� WHAT� YOUR�
CHILD� SAYS� �OR� DOESN�T� SAY	� GIVES� YOU� INVALUABLE� FEEDBACK� FOR�
YOUR� NEXT� MODELS�� $ON�T� FEEL� SHY� SAYING� TONS� OF� UTTERANCES�
THAT� NO� ONE� SEEMS� TO� FIND� INTERESTING� AT� ALL�� HOWEVER�� SINCE�
YOU�MAY�HEAR�THEM�SAID�BACK�TO�YOU�WHEN�YOU�LEAST�EXPECT�IT��
)T�S� JUST� LIKE� THOSE�EARLIER�hGESTALTSv�NO�ONE�MEANT�AS�A�MODEL�
BUT� THEN� HEARD� THEIR� CHILD� SAY� ONE� DAY� hOUT� OF� THE� BLUE�v

3O��LET�S�RETURN�TO�$YLAN�S�STORY��7HEN�HE�HAD�BEEN�IN�THERAPY�
FOR� A� LITTLE� OVER� A� YEAR�� HIS� USE� OF� GENERATIVE� GRAMMAR� HAD�
BEEN�AT�3TAGE��� FOR� A� FEW�MONTHS��!� LANGUAGE� SAMPLE�AT� THAT�
TIME�REVEALED�3TAGE���CONSTRUCTIONS��$EVELOPMENTAL�3ENTENCE�
3CORING� LEVELS� ��	� SUCH� AS� THE� FOLLOWING�� AND� A� FEW� 3TAGE� ��
CONSTRUCTIONS��$33�LEVELS���	�

)�SLAM�IT�
$OOR�S�LOCK�
9OU�GO�IN�THERE��-OM�
)�WANT�MOVE�MATTRESS�
)�GOT�MAGIC�
'O�GET�A�MAGIC�

$YLAN�STILL�PRODUCED�NUMEROUS�UTTERANCES�AT�3TAGE����WHERE�HE�
EXPERIMENTED�WITH�WORD��AND�CONCEPT	�COMBINATIONS�
)T�TWO�BOOKS�
2ED�AND�BLUE�
-Y���ME�
!LL�DONE�BALLOON�
3OME�MAGIC�

!�FEW�MONTHS�LATER��$YLAN�STILL�HAD�A�FEW�3TAGE���CONSTRUCTIONS��
BUT� WAS� MORE� SOLIDLY� AT� 3TAGES� �� AND� ��� 4YPICAL� UTTERANCES�
INCLUDED�

)�GONNA�RUNNING�
$ON�T�MOVE�
)�ROLLING�
3CARY�MONSTER�
)�CAN�FALL�
)�GET�A�PILLOW�
-OMMY��NO�OUT�
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)�DON�T�LIKE�IT�
7HOA��)�M�GONNA�GET�BOUNCE�
(EY��CAN�T�FALLING�

!NOTHER�EIGHT�MONTHS�LATER��$YLAN�S�LANGUAGE�WAS�A�MIXTURE�OF�
3TAGES�������AND�3TAGE����$33�LEVELS���AND��	��WITH�CONSTRUCTIONS�
SUCH�AS�THE�FOLLOWING�

9IKES��SHE�S�GOT�HURT�
#URIOUS�'EORGE�IS���CLIMB�TREE�
9OU�GET�THE�RHINO�
)�LL�TEACH�HIM�ON�A�ROPE�
7HAT�YOU�GOING�
)�TAKE�HIM�MAP�
)�GOTTA�FIX�
/H��THE�SHIP�AND�THE�HOUSE�
7HERE�DID�THE�LADDER�GO�
4IGGER��ARE�YOU�PROMISE�

"Y�THE�TIME�OF�THE�PRECEDING�LANGUAGE�SAMPLE��$YLAN�WAS�� �
YEARS�OLD��AND�WHILE�STILL�CLEARLY�hLANGUAGE�DELAYED�v�HE�WAS�
PRODUCING� A�NICE� VARIETY�OF� ORIGINAL� SENTENCES� IN�NEARNON
STOP� DIALOGUE�� $ID� $YLAN� STILL� PRODUCE� LANGUAGE� GESTALTS��
$ID�HE�STILL�LOVE�TO�QUOTE�FROM�HIS�FAVORITE�VIDEOS��9OU�BET�HE�
DID��.OW��HOWEVER��IT�USUALLY�WAS�TO�hRESEARCHv�AN�IDEA��OR�TO�
FIND�A�SUBJECT�HE�WANTED�TO�UNDERSTAND��1UOTING�FROM�,ION�
+ING�WAS�NOT�A�CAUSE�FOR�PANIC��OR�A�WARNING�THAT�$YLAN�WAS�
hREGRESSING�v�(E�WAS� STILL� A� GESTALT� THINKER� NATIVELY�� AND� HE�
STILL�LOOKED�TO�WHOLE�STORIES��WHOLE�IDEAS��AND�WHOLE�PATTERNS�
AS�HIS�PRIME�SOURCE�OF�MEANING��)T�WAS�NOT�SURPRISING��THEN��
TO�FIND�HIM�RECITING�WHOLE�LINES��"UT��UNLIKE�A�FEW�YEARS�AGO��
IT�WAS�CLEAR�THAT�$YLAN�WOULD�hMITIGATEv�FROM�THESE�GESTALTS�
QUICKLY��FIND�WHAT�HE�WANTED�FROM�THEM��AND�USE�THEM�IN�HIS�
OWN�UNIQUE�WAYS��

$YLAN� CONTINUED� HIS� STEADY� LANGUAGE� PROGRESS� FOR� ANOTHER�
HALF�YEAR��AND�AT� THE� TIME�OF�HIS�DISMISSAL��$YLAN�WAS� SPEAK
ING�WITH�FAR�GREATER�ACCURACY��AND�WAS�REGULARLY�REFORMULATING�
SENTENCES�TO�MAKE�THEM�MORE�UNDERSTANDABLE�TO�HIS�LISTENERS��
!�FEW�EXAMPLES�FROM�THAT�TIME�INCLUDE�

7E�GOT�IT���WE�GOT�THE�TREASURE��0OOH�
0ULL���LET�S�PULL���LET�S�PULL�THE�ROPE�
/H��4IGGER��YOU�GOT�TO�GET�THE�ANCHOR�
7HAT�S�THIS��!�STAR�
)�DON�T�WANT�TO��-ARGE���)�DON�T�WANT�TO�BALLOONS���)�DON�T�WANT�
TO�BLOW�A�BUBBLE��

!S�WE�CONCLUDE�THIS�STORY�OF�$YLAN��AND�COMPLETE�THE�PROGRES
SION� OF� .ATURAL� ,ANGUAGE� !CQUISITION� ON� THE� SPECTRUM�� WE�
SHOULD� RECAP� THE� JOURNEY�� � )N� THREE� YEARS�� FROM� THE� AGE� OF� ��
TO����$YLAN�MOVED� FROM�USING� LANGUAGE�GESTALTS� �3TAGE��	�� TO�

CON�T��ON�PG����
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-ARGE� "LANC� FOUNDED� THE� #OMMUNI
CATION�$EVELOPMENT�#ENTER��IN�-ADISON��
7)� ��� YEARS� AGO�� 3PECIALIZING� IN� PHYSI
CALLYSUPPORTED� SPEECH� AND� LANGUAGE�
SERVICES� FOR� CHILDREN�WITH� !3$� DIAGNO
SES��#$#�HAS� SUCCESSFULLY� HELPED� SCORES�
OF� CHILDREN� AS� THEY� MOVED� THROUGH� THE�

STAGES�OF� LANGUAGE� ACQUISITION��#ONTACT�-ARGE� AND�HER� ASSO
CIATES�� #OMMUNICATION� $EVELOPMENT� #ENTER�� ���� 2AYOVAC�
$RIVE�� 3UITE� ����� -ADISON�� 7)� ������� LYONBLANC AOL�COM��
����	���������

")/")/

MITIGATING� THEM� AND� RECOMBINING� THEM� �3TAGE� �	�� ISOLATING�
SINGLE�WORDS�AND�BEGINNING�TO�GENERATE�ORIGINAL�PHRASES��3TAGE�
�	��DEVELOPING�SIMPLE�SENTENCES�WITH�A�VARIETY�OF�PRONOUNS�AND�
VERBS��3TAGE��	��USING�A�VARIETY�OF�VERB�TENSES�AND�PHRASE�RELA
TIONSHIPS��3TAGE��	��AND�FORMING�COMPLEX�SENTENCES�WITH�MORE�
ADVANCED�VERBS�AND�CONJUNCTIONS��3TAGE��	�

7HILE�� AT� AGE����$YLAN�S� STORY�WAS� FAR� FROM�COMPLETE��HE�WAS�
CLEARLY� ON� HIS� WAY� AS� A� GENERATIVE� LANGUAGE� USER�� !S� $IGEST�
READERS�LEARNED�IN�THE�LAST�ISSUE��$YLAN�HAS�SINCE�GONE�ON�TO�TELL�
HIS�OWN�STORY�IN�THE�BOOK��7ALK�!WHILE�IN�-Y�!UTISM���AND�WE�
KNOW�THAT�$YLAN�WILL�CONTINUE�TO�TEACH�US�AS�HE�CONTINUES�TO�
GROW�UP�

)N� THE�MEANTIME�� YOUR� CHILD�� TOO�� CAN� BENEFIT� FROM�$YLAN�S�
STORY� x� AND� 7ILL�S� EXAMPLE� AS� WELL�� !ND� WE� PLAN� TO� HELP�
SUPPORT� YOU� IN� THAT� PROCESS�� )N� OUR� NEXT� COLUMN�� WE� WILL�
HIGHLIGHT�THE�hHOW�TO�Sv�OF�THE�.ATURAL�,ANGUAGE�!CQUISITION�
PROCESS�� SO� THAT� YOU� CAN� hPLUG� INTOv� THE� SYSTEM�AT� THE� RIGHT�

PLACE�FOR�YOUR�CHILD��5NTIL�THEN��PLEASE�TRY�SOME�OF�THE�IDEAS�
WE�VE�OUTLINED�SO�FAR��AND�BY�OUR�NEXT�COLUMN��YOU�LL�BE�READY�
FOR�THE�NEXT�STEP���■

2EFERENCE
,EE��,AURA�,���$EVELOPMENTAL�3ENTENCE�!NALYSIS��%VANSTON��),��

.ORTHWESTERN�5NIVERSITY�0RESS������	

&INDING�THE�7ORDS��CON�T��FROM��PG����
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Words...
FindingtheWords...
Findingthe

Mh-OM��3PIKE�IS�TALKING�v�ANNOUNCED�"EVIN��REFERRING�TO�THE�PREVIOUSLY�
SPEECHLESS�DINOSAUR�IN�THE�MOVIE��,AND�"EFORE�4IME��h9ES�v�HIS�MOTHER�SAID��
h!ND� WE�RE� SO� HAPPY�v�7HEN� "EVIN� CONTINUED�� h-OM�� 3PIKE� SAYS� MORE�
WORDS�v� HIS� MOTHER� REITERATED�� h7E�RE� SO� HAPPY�v� "UT� "EVIN� PERSISTED��
h-OM��3PIKE�CAN�TALK�v�h2EALLY�v�LAUGHED�HIS�MOTHER��PLEASED�WITH�"EVIN�S�
PRIDE�IN�h3PIKE�v�WHO�CLEARLY�REPRESENTED�HER�SON��4HEN�"EVIN�ADDED�HIS�OWN�
TWIST��h���WHEN�HE�WANTS�TO�v�

)T�WASN�T�LIKE�THIS�SIX�MONTHS�EARLIER��HOWEVER��"EVIN�USED�hMOVIE�TALK�v�AS�HIS�MOTHER�CALLED�
IT��ALL�DAY�LONG��EVERY�DAY��"EVIN�S�FAMILY�WAS�UNDERSTANDABLY�TIRED���TIRED�OF�HEARING�VIDEO�
DIALOGUE�REPEATED�AT�FAST�FORWARD�SPEED��WITHOUT�ANY�INDICATION�THAT�"EVIN�MEANT�ANY�OF�IT�
TO�BE�COMMUNICATION��

"UT�AFTER�HIS�SECOND�WEEK�IN�OUR�CLINIC��"EVIN�SAID�SOMETHING�REMARKABLE��(E�SOUGHT�OUT�HIS�
MOTHER�AND�DECLARED��h3PIKE�TALKS��)�FOUND�IT��9EA�v�"EVIN�S�MOTHER�TOLD�ME��h)T�IS�THE�FIRST�
TIME�"EVIN�EVER�TALKED�TO�ME��!LL�)�DID�WAS�REPEAT�WHAT�HE�SAID��LIKE�YOU�TOLD�ME�TO��AND�HE�
LOOKED�AT�ME�LIKE�)�UNDERSTOOD�HIM��.OW��HE�SAYS�THINGS�TO�ME��KNOWING�)�LL�LISTEN�v

!N�IMPRESSIVE�STORY��YES���BUT�UNUSUAL�ONLY�IN�THE�SPEED�WITH�WHICH�"EVIN�SUCCESSFULLY�MITI
GATED�FROM�HIS�GESTALTS��AND�GENERATED�HIS�OWN��ORIGINAL�SENTENCES��(IS�PROCESS�IS�THE�SAME�
ONE�WE�SEE�WITH�EVERY�CHILD�WE�HAVE�WORKED�WITH�IN�.ATURAL�,ANGUAGE�!CQUISITION��

7E�WILL�ADDRESS�THAT�PROCESS�HERE��FIRST��BY�HELPING�YOU�KNOW�WHAT�YOUR�OWN�CHILD�S�NATURAL�
LANGUAGE� IS��WHERE� THAT� LANGUAGE� FITS�DEVELOPMENTALLY��AND�� FINALLY��HOW�TO� FACILITATE�YOUR�
CHILD�S�PROGRESS��
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3TEP���SEEMS�SIMPLE��BUT��UNTIL�YOU�GET�USED�
TO� IT�� IT� ISN�T�� &IND� A� TIME� WHEN� YOU� AND� YOUR�
CHILD� ARE� ALONE�� AND� YOU� HEAR� YOUR� CHILD� SAY�
SOMETHING� YOU� THINK� YOU� CAN� REPEAT��$O� JUST�
THAT���REPEAT� IT� BACK� TO� YOUR� CHILD�� JUST� LIKE� YOU� HEAR� IT��
)F� YOU� CAN�� SAY� IT� TO� YOUR� CHILD� A� SECOND� TIME���AND��
IF� HE� LOOKS� UP�� AGAIN�� 4HIS� MAY� NOT� BE� TOO� HARD�� IF�
WHAT� HE� SAYS� SOUNDS� LIKE� LANGUAGE�� "UT� EVEN� IF� IT� JUST�
SEEMS� LIKE� A� SOUND� CONTOUR�� WITHOUT� ANY� WORDS� YOU� CAN��
DISTINGUISH��REPEAT�IT�BACK���TRY�FOR�THE�TONE�AND�THE�VOWELS��
IF�YOU�CAN��-AKE�IT�SOUND�AS�MUCH�LIKE�YOUR�CHILD�AS�YOU�
CAN�� !ND� EVEN� THOUGH� YOU� PROBABLY� DON�T� UNDERSTAND�
WHAT� YOUR� CHILD�MEANS�� SAY� IT� BACK� TO� HIM� ANYWAY�� THE�
BEST�YOU�CAN�

)T�WILL�PROBABLY�SEEM�LIKE�A�hFOREIGN�LANGUAGEv�TO�YOU�FOR�
A�WHILE��SO�TRY�TO�CONTINUE�TO�SAY�IT�TO�YOURSELF�AS�THE�DAY�
GOES�ON��!S�IT�SLOWLY�BECOMES�hYOUR�OWNv��YOU�CAN�BEGIN�
TO�TALK� LIKE�YOUR�CHILD��WITH�HIS�SOUND�SEQUENES�� TONE��
AND�LANGUAGE��9OU�MAY�HAVE�NO�IDEA�WHAT�S�IMPORTANT�
ABOUT�IT�UNTIL�YOU�VE�MUMBLED�IT�TO�YOURSELF�ALL�MORN
ING���FINALLY�EXPERIENCING�THE�h!HA�v�OF�KNOWING�WHAT�
LANGUAGE� IT�REPRESENTS��WHERE�YOU�VE�HEARD� IT�BEFORE���
AND��MAYBE��WHAT�IT�MIGHT�MEAN�TO�YOUR�CHILD�

%VEN�IF�NO�h!HAv�HAPPENS�YET��YOU�HAVE�BEGUN�TO�GET�USED�
TO�THE�PROCESS��AND�IT�WILL�BE�EASIER�THE�NEXT�TIME�

!ND�� BEST� OF� ALL�� BY� REPEATING� HIS� SPEECH�� YOU� HAVE�
ACKNOWLEDGED� HIM� IN� A� TANGIBLE�WAY�� 9OU� HONOR� HIM�
WITH� YOUR� ATTENTIVE� LISTENING�� AND� EMPOWER� HIM� WITH�
THE�ADDED�VOLUME�OF�YOUR�VOICE�AND�STATURE��%VEN�IF�YOU�
HAVE�NO�CLUE�AS�TO�WHAT�HE�SAID��HE�WILL�ADORE�YOU�FOR�TAK
ING�HIM�SERIOUSLY��!ND��THE�EFFECT�IS�EXPONENTIAL�

"EFORE� LONG�� JUST� LIKE� WITH� "EVIN�� HE�WILL� BE� EXPECTING�
THAT� YOU� WILL� LISTEN���AND� THEN� THE� MAGIC� HAPPENS���HE�
TALKS�TO�YOU�

3TEP� �� IN� YOUR� PROCESS� IS� GETTING� USED� TO�
YOUR�CHILD�S�LANGUAGE��!FTER�YOU�HAVE�BEEN�REPEAT
ING�YOUR�CHILD�FOR�A�DAY�OR�SO��WRITE�DOWN�SEVERAL�EXAMPLES�
OF�WHAT�HE�HAS�SAID�EACH�DAY��7RITE�DOWN�WHERE�AND�WHEN�
YOUR� CHILD� USED� THE� LANGUAGE�� WHAT� WAS� GOING� ON� AT� THE�
TIME���AND� TRY� TO� REMEMBER� THE� ORIGINAL� hSOURCE�v� LIKE� A�
MOVIE�OR�BOOK��IF�POSSIBLE��)F�YOU�CAN��THINK�ABOUT�THE�CHAR
ACTER�WHO�SAID�THE�LINE�IN�THE�MOVIE�OR�BOOK��AND�WHAT�THAT�
PERSON�MAY�HAVE�MEANT�BY� IT��4HIS�MAY�WELL�BE�WHAT�YOUR�
CHILD�MEANS��

2EMEMBER�THAT� IT� IS�YOUR�CHILD�S�SPONTANEOUS� LANGUAGE�YOU�
ARE� INTERESTED� IN���NOT� THE� LANGUAGE� HE� WAS� TAUGHT�� 3O�� GET�
USED�TO�REALLY�LISTENING�WHEN�HE�IS�TALKING�TO�HIMSELF��WHEN�HE�

IS�USING�WHAT�SOUNDS� LIKE�hGIBBERISH�v�AND�PAY�CLOSE�
ATTENTION� TO�WHAT� SOUNDS� LIKE� hMOVIE� TALK�v� 4HIS� IS�
WHERE�THE�PROCESS�BEGINS�

)F� YOUR� CHILD� IS�QUITE� F LUENT� AND�USES� LOTS�OF� GESTALTS��
YOU� WILL� HAVE� TO� LEARN� TO� TUNE� INTO� JUST� THE� LOUDER�
PARTS�� 9OU�MAY� HEAR� YOUR� CHILD� SPEED� THROUGH� SOME�
PARTS�AND�EMPHASIZE�OTHERS��9OUR�TASK��THEN��IS�TO�PAY�
ATTENTION�JUST�TO�THE�LOUD�PARTS��AND�TO�REPEAT�THEM�BACK�
AS�THE�IMPORTANT�MITIGATIONS�THEY�ALMOST�ARE�

#ONTINUE�WITH�3TEP���UNTIL�YOU�HAVE�A�GOOD�SELECTION�OF�
EXAMPLES��)T�SHOULD�TAKE�YOU�AT�LEAST�A�WEEK�

3TEP���IS�TO�REVIEW�THE�CHARTS�IN�0ART���OF�
THIS�SERIES�OF�ARTICLES�ON�.ATURAL�,ANGUAGE�
!CQUISITION��3EPTEMBER/CTOBER������ISSUE	�AND�
FIND� SOME� MATCHES� WITH� WHAT� YOUR� CHILD�
SAYS��)F�YOUR�CHILD�IS�YOUNG�����YEARS�OLD	��YOU�MAY�FIND�
ONLY�ONE� LEVEL�� E�G�� 3TAGE���GESTALTS�� TOO� LONG� FOR�HIS� YOUNG�
SPEECH�SYSTEM�TO�SAY�WELL��-AYBE�IT�JUST�SOUNDS�LIKE�hGIBBER
ISH�v�OR�hJARGON�v�OR�MAYBE�hHIS�OWN�LANGUAGE�v�4HIS�IS�WHAT�
WE��IN�OUR�CLINIC��CALL�hINTONATIONAL�UTTERANCES�v�AND�INCLUDES�
THE�TONE�AND�RHYTHM�OF�WHOLE�LANGUAGE�GESTALTS��BUT�NOT�THE�
INDIVIDUAL�SPEECH�SOUNDS��

3OME� CHILDREN� WHO� ARE� FOUR� YEARS� OLD� HAVE� BEGUN� SOME�
MITIGATING��ISOLATING�THE�PARTS�OF�THE�GESTALTS�THEY�CAN�ACTU
ALLY� SAY� CLEARLY��$EPENDING�ON� A� CHILD�S� SPEECH� SKILL�� IT� IS�
POSSIBLE�TO�MOVE�ON�TO�3TAGE�������AND�EVEN���WITH�A�LITTLE�
HELP��!FTER�ALL�� LITTLE�BOYS�DO� THIS�ALL� THE� TIME��AND�SOME�
YOUNG� !3$� CHILDREN� ARE� HAPPILY� COMING� UP� WITH� THEIR�
OWN�ORIGINAL�SENTENCES�AT�3TAGE���OR�EVEN�HIGHER��)F�YOUR�
CHILD�S�LANGUAGE�DOES�NOT�SOUND�hSTILTEDv�AND�FORCED��YOU�
HAVE�PROBABLY�FOUND�YOUR�CHILD�S�LEVEL�

)F�CHILDREN�AREN�T�MOVING�THROUGH�THE�PROCESS�READILY��IT�
MAY�BE�BECAUSE�THEY�ARE�NOT�QUITE�FINISHED�WITH�A�STAGE��
3O�� CHILDREN� WHO� ARE� A� BIT� OLDER� ���� YEARS� OLD	� CAN�
EXHIBIT�A�COMPLEX�COMBINATION�OF�GESTALTS��MITIGATIONS��
AND�SOME�ORIGINAL�SENTENCES��

)F�YOUR�CHILD�IS�OLDER�STILL��THE�PICTURE�MAY�BE�EVEN�MORE�
COMPLEX�� AS�WAS�"EVIN�S��7HEN� )� FIRST�MET�"EVIN�� HIS�
LANGUAGE�CONSISTED�PRIMARILY�OF�LONG�GESTALTS��DELIVERED�
AT� LIGHTNING� SPEED��WITH� A� SMATTERING� OF�MITIGATIONS��
AND�SOME�LEARNED�PHRASES�SUCH�AS�h(ELP�v�AND�h)�NEED�
A�BREAK�v� )�UNDERSTOOD� LITTLE� OF�WHAT�"EVIN� SAID�� BUT�
FOUND� HE� SAID� SOME� PARTS� OF� HIS� GESTALTS� LOUDER� AND�
MORE�SLOWLY�THAN�OTHER�PARTS��)�COULD�CATCH�THE�LOUD�
PARTS��AND�REPEATED�THEM�BACK�TO�HIM��)�FIGURED�THAT�
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THE�FASTER��UNINTELLIGIBLE�PARTS�WERE�JUST�THE�hFAST�FORWARDv�
TO�THE�NEXT�IMPORTANT�PART��"EVIN�WAS�TRYING�HIS�BEST�TO�
MITIGATE� THE� IMPORTANT� PARTS�� AND� ALL� HE� NEEDED� WAS� A�
LITTLE�BOOST�TO�MOVE�SOLIDLY�FROM�3TAGE���TO�3TAGE���

)T� WAS� NOT� THAT� "EVIN� DIDN�T� HAVE� ANY� 3TAGE� �� ISOLATED�
WORDS� OR� 3TAGE� �� RUDIMENTARY� PHRASES���OR� EVEN� SOME�
NICE�3TAGE���SENTENCES��"UT��THE�BULK�OF�"EVIN�S�LANGUAGE�
WAS�BACK�AT�3TAGE����AND�HE�HAD�NO�WAY�OF�MOVING�OUT�OF�
THAT�STAGE�BY�HIMSELF��)F�)�HAD�DECIDED�TO�WORK�AT�3TAGE�
�� �SINGLE�WORDS	� OR� 3TAGE� �� �h)�WANT���v� AND� h)� SEE���v�
FOR� EXAMPLE	�� )�WOULD� HAVE�MADE� THE�MOST� COMMON�
MISTAKE�OF�WELLMEANING�ADULTS�WORKING�WITH�CHILDREN�
ON�THE�SPECTRUM��&EW�OF�US�HAVE�UNDERSTOOD�THAT�THERE�
IS�A�3TAGE���OR���AT�ALL��AND�HAVE�ASSUMED�THAT�3TAGE���
IS� THE� BEGINNING��)F� )� HAD� STARTED� THERE�� OR� AT� 3TAGE� ���
"EVIN�WOULD�HAVE�NO�TOOLS�AT�HIS�LEVEL�OF�LANGUAGE��STUCK�
AT�3TAGE����AND�TRYING�TO�MOVE�TO�3TAGE���

!ND� )�WOULD� HAVE�MET� A� DEADEND�� LIKE�WE� USUALLY� DO�
WITH� CHILDREN� ON� THE� SPECTRUM�� 3MART� KIDS� LIKE� "EVIN�
CAN� LEARN� h)�WANT�,AND� "EFORE� 4IME�v� BUT�� IF� THEIR� LAN
GUAGE�DEVELOPMENT�LEVEL�IS�PRIMARILY�AT�3TAGE���OR�3TAGE����
THIS�SENTENCE�BECOMES�JUST�ANOTHER�hGESTALTv�"EVIN�EITHER�
LEARNS�AS�A�WHOLE��OR�TRIES�TO�MITIGATE�BY�HIMSELF��3AYING��
h)�WANT�,AND�"EFORE�4IMEv�OR�h)�WANT���v�BECOMES� JUST�A�
hSKILL�v��!ND�WHEN�CHILDREN�LEARN�ANY�LANGUAGE�AS�A�SKILL��
THEY� HAVE� A� CERTAIN�� LIMITED� LEVEL� OF� SUCCESS�� WHEN� THEY�
MOVE�THROUGH�A�DEVELOPMENTAL�PROGRESSION��HOWEVER��THE�
SKY�IS�THE�LIMIT�

3TEP���IS�COMPLETE�WHEN�YOU�DECIDE�WHERE�YOUR�CHILD�USU
ALLY�hLIVESv�WITH�LANGUAGE��)T�IS�NOT�HIS�hBESTv�LANGUAGE��OR�
HIS�MOST�USEFUL��)T�IS�HIS�MOST�COMMON�AND�NATURAL��!ND��AS�
IN�"EVIN�S�CASE��IF�A�CHILD�STRADDLES�TWO�OR�MORE�STAGES��CHOSE�
THE�MORE�FOUNDATIONAL�LEVEL��)T�MAY�SEEM�COUNTERINTUITIVE�TO�
hTEACHv�THE�VERY�THING�WE�WISH�OUR�CHILD�WOULD�STOP�DOING��
BUT��THINK�OF�IT�THIS�WAY��WE�ARE�NOT�TEACHING�HIM�ANYTHING��
HE�ALREADY�KNOWS� IT��7E�ARE� SIMPLY�ACKNOWLEDGING� IT� SO�WE�
CAN�HELP�HIM�MOVE�ON�FROM�IT�TO�THE�NEXT�STAGE�

3TEP����THEN��IS�WORKING�WITHIN�THE�LEVEL�
YOU�HAVE�DETERMINED�IS�ACCURATE�FOR�YOUR�
CHILD���IN�A�WAY�THAT�WILL�HELP�HIM�MOVE�
FROM�IT�TO�THE�NEXT�STAGE��3O��IF�YOU�ARE�HELPING�
YOUR�CHILD�MOVE�FROM�3TAGE���TO�3TAGE����YOU�WANT�TO�
MAKE�SURE�THAT�THE�GESTALTS�HE�IS�USING�ARE�MITIGATABLE��
&OR�"EVIN��AN�OLDER�CHILD��THEY�ALREADY�WERE��AND�HE�WAS�
HALFWAY� TO� MITIGATION� ANYWAY�� &OR� $YLAN�� A� YOUNGER�
CHILD��THEY�WERE�NOT��SO�WE�INTRODUCED�NEW�GESTALTS�THAT�
WOULD�BE�MORE�EASILY�MITIGATED��3EE�0ART����*ULY!UGUST�
�����ISSUE	�

!ND�WITH�7ILL��THE���YEAROLD�FROM�0ART����WE�HAD�LITTLE�
EVIDENCE�THAT�HE�KNEW�HOW�TO�MOVE�BEYOND�3TAGE���WITH�
ANY� CONFIDENCE��(E� HAD�MANY� LEARNED� SENTENCES�� AND� A�
FEW�MITIGATIONS� OF� HIS� OWN�� BUT�WHERE� HIS� HEART� SEEMED�
TO� SING� WAS� WHEN� HE� WAS� QUOTING� *ULIE� !NDREWS� IN� THE�
3OUND�OF�-USIC��OR�THE�SPORTS�ANNOUNCER�IN�HIS�ICE�HOCKEY�
VIDEOS��"ECAUSE�HIS�MITIGATIONS�WERE�LIMITED��WE�WANTED�TO�
SHOW�HIM�THAT�THERE�WAS�A�PROCESS��7E�BEGAN�WITH�SOME�OF�
HIS�OWN�GESTALTS� LIKE��h%ARTH�ANGEL��EARTH�ANGEL���WON�T�YOU�
BE�MINE�v�"ECAUSE�7ILL�ROUTINELY�USED�THE�MITIGATED�FORM��
hEARTH�ANGELv�WHEN�HE�ADDRESSED�SOMEONE�HE�FELT�THANKFUL�
FOR��WE�COULD�SHOW�7ILL�WHAT�HE�ALREADY�KNEW�HOW�TO�DO��
!FTER� A� YEAR��7ILL� HAD� LEARNED� ALL� THERE� IS� TO� KNOW� ABOUT�
MITIGATION�� AND�WAS�MOVING�ON� TO� 3TAGE� ��� SELFGENERATED�
PHRASES�� )T� HAS� BEEN� A� SLOW�PROCESS��MUCH�MORE� ARDUOUS�
THAN�"EVIN�S��BUT�JUST�AS�SUCCESSFUL��

)N�CLOSING��THIS�AUTHOR�FULLY�ACKNOWLEDGES�THE�COMPLEXITY�
OF�THIS�TOPIC��AND�THE�INADEQUACY�OF�A�FOURCOLUMN�ARTICLE�
ON�THE�SUBJECT��7E�WOULD�BE�HAPPY�TO�HEAR�FROM�YOU��AND�
HAPPY�TO�ADDRESS�YOUR�QUESTIONS�IN�THE�BOOK�WE�HOPE�TO�
BE� WRITING� IN� THE� NEXT� YEAR�� 9OUR� CHILD�S� STORIES�MIGHT�
FIND�A�HOME�THERE��SO�PLEASE�KEEP�US�POSTED�

)N�THE�MEANTIME��YOUR�DEAR�CHILDREN�WILL�THANK�YOU�FOR�
YOUR� EFFORTS� IN� ATTENTIVE� LISTENING� AND� ACKNOWLEDGING��
AND�FOR�BEING�THE�hEARTH�ANGELSv�YOU�ALREADY�ARE�

-ARGE� "LANC� FOUNDED� THE� #OMMUNI
CATION�$EVELOPMENT�#ENTER��IN�-ADISON��
7)� ��� YEARS� AGO�� 3PECIALIZING� IN� PHYSI
CALLYSUPPORTED� SPEECH� AND� LANGUAGE�
SERVICES� FOR� CHILDREN�WITH� !3$� DIAGNO
SES��#$#�HAS� SUCCESSFULLY� HELPED� SCORES�
OF� CHILDREN� AS� THEY� MOVED� THROUGH� THE�

STAGES�OF� LANGUAGE� ACQUISITION��#ONTACT�-ARGE� AND�HER� ASSO
CIATES�� #OMMUNICATION� $EVELOPMENT� #ENTER�� ���� 2AYOVAC�
$RIVE�� 3UITE� ����� -ADISON�� 7)� ������� LYONBLANC AOL�COM��
����	���������
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